
AVE Cathedral Parish 3rd December   YR B/2     2017 
1st Sunday of Advent 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;   
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm:     Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we  
    shall be saved.  
Gospel Acclamation:    Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
    and grant us your salvation.  Alleluia! 
Readings:            Is 63:16-17, 64:1,3-8; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 

Jesus is Coming, He is Coming Soon! 
 
Happy New Year!  Although it is not 
yet Christmas (despite what the shops 
and the TV ads would have you be-
lieve), it is time to prepare for Christ-
mas. Today we start our new Liturgi-
cal Year with the 1st Sunday of Ad-
vent.  Advent means “coming”  it is all 
about the coming of Jesus.  And how 
do we prepare for Christmas?  Above 
all we need to prepare our hearts! 
 
Above all, we need to let go of our 
complacency.  Our world is marked by 
the attitude “I’m all right, you’re all 
right.” - meaning more or less, I have-
n’t killed anyone, I haven’t done any-
thing really bad, so I don’t need to ask 
God for help – I’m ok, you’re ok. 
 
A voice in our ear says “Relax, Jesus 
has come.  He has saved us.  We don’t 
have to worry about it.”  In a sense it 
is true.  Jesus, by dying on the Cross 
for us and by rising from the dead, has 
won eternal life for us, indeed for eve-
ry person who is prepared to take that 
gift of life from Jesus and live it.  But if 
we look seriously at our lives today, 
we will see that although Jesus has 
won a victory over sin and death, it is 
far from complete.  Particularly, His 
victory is not complete in me.  I am 
still prey to sin in many ways.  I am 
not strong enough to resist, because I 
have not yet completely opened up 
my heart to the graces Jesus won for 
me.  I am not yet transformed into the 
saint He created me to be.   
 
Jesus has come, and we celebrate that 
at Christmas, but also Jesus is coming.  
He is coming soon!  One day, we who 
now see Him “through a glass darkly” 
will see Him very clearly – face to 

face.  Will we be ready? 
 
Advent is a great time to go deeper 
into the amazing grace of God’s mercy 
by praying a bit more and especially 
by availing ourselves of the sacra-
ments. 
- We don't have to join a convent for 
the next four weeks, but is it too 
much to add a decade of the Rosary 
to our busy schedules? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Or maybe we could sit for fifteen 
minutes in the morning or evening 
and read through one of the Gospels 
or another good spiritual book, slow-
ly, prayerfully, trying to get to know 
Christ. 
- Or maybe we could go to daily Mass 
a couple of times during the week, 
receiving Holy Communion and pray-
ing for our loved ones. 
- Or maybe we could start going for 
half an hour of adoration in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament each week, 
talking to Jesus about what's im-
portant to Him, and what's important 
to us. 
- Above all, we should resolve to go to 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation in 
these next couple of weeks and hum-
bly ask God for His Mercy. 
 
There are special graces and blessings 
in the air during Advent - graces that 
our Father wants to pour into our 
hearts – the question for us is: Are we 
going to be open to receiving them?  
When Jesus comes, will we be ready? 
 Deacon Nick MacFarlane 

 Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  Mass 
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue/Wed/Thu : 9am Mass  
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court  : Cnr Arthur and Hill 
Sts, West Hobart Fri 10.30am Mass 
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

Next week’s readings :     Is 40: 1-5, 9-11; 2 Pet 3:8-14; Mk 1: 1-8; 
Thurs 7: St Ambrose; Fri 8: Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Dear parishioners, kindly 
note that that the roster for 
Lectors and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Communion for 
Christmas Masses for the 

Cathedral was unfortunately 
lost from the back table after a 
recent Sun 6pm Mass.  I have 
added some names from 
memory but if you have al-
ready put your name down last weekend 
please do check the roster and add your 
name again if it is not there.   We are also 
seeking more lectors and ministers if you are 
able to help us out.  Please simply add your 
name to the list with your email and phone 
number.  

Parishioners and friends are 
warmly welcomed to the Parish’s 
end-of-year Christmas lunch on 
Sunday 10 December at the Ca-
thedral Centre after the 10:30 am 

Mass (i.e. starting about 11:45 am). Please 
bring a plate of food to share if you can. Pa-
rishioners from multicultural backgrounds 
may like to bring some international flavours! 
Some bbq sausages, soft drinks etc. will also 
be available. There will be some games for 
children too. We hope to see you there. With 
thanks from the Parish Pastoral Council. 

Motet :  10.30am Mass  Rorate coeli – Fran-
cisco Guerrero 
Poor out dew from above, you heavens, and 
let the clouds rain down the Just One.  Show 
us your mercy, Lord, and grant us your salva-
tion.  Come, Lord, and do not delay.  

Parishioners are invited to attend the Parish 
Reconciliation and Childrens’ First 
Reconciliation evening, which will be 
held Wednesday December 6 at 7pm. 



FUNDING THE PARISH 
Ian Harrington was Cathedral Treasurer for many years, working 
with Frs. Jarrett, Rush and Nichols. He has always been interested 
in our methods of raising money to meet the many expenses of the 
church.  Ian has kindly written a reflection for the newsletter. 
For decades Catholic parishes were funded by various means. The 
plate at Mass, raffles, cake stalls, fairs, lucky numbers, other dubi-
ous gambling games and so on. 
A time was reached when more certainty was needed, both for 
the parish and the parishioner. The Archdiocese decided to intro-
duce the canvass system using the weekly envelopes with which 
we are all familiar. 
In 1959 the Cathedral conducted its first canvass and it was a ma-
jor event. A multi page booklet was produced to outline the plan. 
It had messages from Dr. G. Young the Archbishop, his Administra-
tor, Fr. B.C. Rogers and five priests. T. J. Mc Donnell, G.M. Sheedy, 
G.Kelly, J.Kacki the Polish chaplain and the Italian chaplain Fr. R. 
Birollo. 
There was a huge committee chaired by Sir Robert Cosgrove 
C.M.G.. Sir Robert  had just completed a record term as Premier of 
Tasmania. He was an active parishioner who lived in Watkins Ave-
nue. Four groups were chaired by Messrs. A. Imlach,  R.J.McShane, 
A.P. Lovell and B.J. Donnelly. 
Apart from the clergy, 77 names were listed as leaders, captains 
and counsellors. The gender imbalance was glaring; of the 77 per-
sons only one woman, Mrs. F. Cook was named. She chaired the 
Hostess team. A photo showed 35 of them but they were anony-
mous. This, despite the booklet reading  "For a long time we have 
left our womenfolk to do much of the Church's work. They have 
been the mainstay and we have come to depend on them." 
Some of the financial aims were to pay off the parish debt, to build 
a school for younger children at North Hobart as well as a church 
[San Carlo]. A new church was also proposed for West Hobart. 
Improved sporting facilities for the parish were on the list, as well 
as a lot of school improvements as the schools were more closely 
associated with the parishes in that era. 
San Carlo church was built at North Hobart, but the West Hobart 
proposal did not eventuate. 
As well as helping to maintain our parish, the weekly envelope 
contributions also assist the church state wide as a proportion of 
the money is paid to the Archdiocese.         Ian Harrington 

Congratulations to Fr Shammi Perera on the 5th 
anniversary of his ordination to priesthood.   
December 8, 2017. 
Dear Lord Jesus, You have given us a holy priest 
in Father Shammi Perera. We are grateful for the 
many blessings of this good man who brings us 
Your holy sacraments of salvation. We praise and 
thank You, most Holy God, for the gift of Father 

Shammi and ask You to bless us with many more years with our 
beloved priest.   Amen. 

Celebrate the joy of Christmas this year with family and 
friends by attending the Carols on the Hill on Sunday, 
17th December 2017 at Guilford Young College Oval 
(Patrick St, Hobart) 7-9pm (gates open from 6pm).  Lim-
ited food and drink will be available to purchase at the 
event, or bring your own picnic.  Tickets are limited so to 
ensure you have a spot, grab your FREE TICKETS by head-
ing to https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/carols-on-the-
hill-tickets-39428229897 

Do you love to sing?  The Cathedral Parish extends a special invi-
tation to anyone who would like to sing in St Mary's Cathedral 
choir on Christmas Eve and/or Christmas morning. Please come 
along to rehearsal on Thursdays from 6.30pm - 8pm from Novem-
ber 30th onward. We hear some lovely voices in the congrega-

tion...we would love you to join us!   If you have 
questions contact Kaye 0412440364 

Please note Adoration and Benediction continues 
this Friday 4.30-5.30pm and each Friday there-
after.   With thanks 

Congratulations to Cathedral parishion-
er Dr Kristyn Harman on the recent pub-
lishing of her book, Cleansing the Colo-
ny: Transporting Convicts from New 
Zealand to Van Diemen’s Land (Otago 
University Press).  Kristyn’s book has just 
been longlisted in the Ock-
ham New Zealand book 
awards.   Available at Fullers 

Bookshop and other good book stores!   

The Parish wishes to warmly congratulate 
Karl Mittermayer who will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit in Confirmation during the 
10.30am Mass this Sunday.    

Rosters for Feb 2018 onwards for all 4 parish Masses 
will be distributed next weekend.  Parishioners who 
have supplied email addresses will receive theirs by that 
means, and there will also be a pile of hard copies at the 
back of both Churches for a couple of weekends.  Thank 
you to all the new people who have stepped forward to 
assist and sup-
port these very 
important minis-
tries.   



St Columban calendars are now available in 
the Cathedral bookstall and at Sacred Heart 
Church for $9!  Also a  limited supply of 
some (early arrival) beautiful Catholic Truth 
Society cards are now available in the book-
stall following Masses.   
 

$30 for 20 cards and envelopes or $15 
for 10.  A lovely nativity scene and a 
Madonna with child. Please support the 
Parish fundraising endeavours.    

Just a gentle reminder to the various groups using the 
Cathedral Centre that the cleaning procedure is 
located in the disabled toilets as well on the 
back of the door in the 1st Floor kitchen.  
Please leave the Centre as you found it.                         

The Cathedral Parish is seeking 
students Year 9+ to perform in 
the 2018 Passion Play on Friday 
March 23 at 6pm in St Mary’s 
Cathedral.  All roles are non-
speaking/role playing, in a dram-
atization of the Stations of the 

Cross against a dramatic musical backdrop.  No previous 
acting experience necessary, but maturity and willing-
ness to be directed is necessary. Rehearsal timetable to 
follow but please allow for approximately 7 rehearsals 
in Feb/March 2018 on Wednesday afternoons in the 
Cathedral. Please send your contact details to cathe-
dral@aohtas.org.au asap or complete the form at the 
back of both Churches. The students who participated 
last year thoroughly enjoyed themselves as well as hav-
ing the privilege to participate in an event of spiritual 
significance to the Hobart community. Enquiries 6234 
4463. 

2018 Way to St James Pilgrim-
age Launch 
“Walking the Camino: 6 ways to 
Santiago” shows the various 
ways in which the traditional 
pilgrimage through Spain affects 

six very different characters. Please join us on Novem-
ber 22 at 6.00pm at the State Cinema North Hobart.  At 
the modest discount price of $15.00, this is an oppor-
tunity to anticipate your own Spanish or Tasmanian 
Way to St James.  See www.waytostjames.com.au/ for 
details of a companionable spiritual experience through 
the Huon Valley on January 12 and 13, 2018. In the spir-
it of St James, Fr Michael Tate,   Convener 

Grief to Grace – Healing the Wounds of Abuse – is a spiritual re-
treat for anyone who has suffered degradation or violation through 
physical, emotional, sexual or spiritual abuse. The retreat will be 
held April 8th – 13th 2018. To request an application contact Anne 
by emailing info@grieftograceaus.org.au or phone 0407704539. 
For more information visit www.grieftograce.org  

The Spirituality of the Lector’s Ministry     by Elizabeth Berger 
We read at the beginning of St John’s Gospel – “In the beginning 
was the Word : the Word was with God and the Word was God.” 
In this Word, God reveals himself to us, he 
communicates himself to us, he gives himself 
to us in love and invites us to respond. 
In order to do this, he has chosen human 
beings as his instruments – firstly, the sacred 
writers, and secondly, for a few minutes dur-
ing the first part of the Mass, the Lectors, or Ministers of the Word.  
It follows then, that the Lectors bring God to his people just as tru-
ly as do the Ministers of the Eucharist, when they hand us the Body 
and Blood of Christ. 
This great privilege would seem to pre-suppose that we approach 
it in a spirt of prayers, and with meaningful preparation.  This prep-
aration involves the study of certain practical things like technique 
and procedure.  It also involves an appreciation of the literary style 
of the sacred writer, and the context of a particular passage.  These 
things have to do with what I would call ‘head knowledge’ and are 
very important, indeed vital, because if we are to succeed in com-
municating with people, we must be intelligible. 
However, I think if people are really going to be moved to respond 
to God’s Word, we need to be convincing, and to be that, we need 
to be convinced ourselves.  In other words, we must speak from 
our hearts. 
In the Scriptures, we learn the Good News of God’s great love for 
us.  The task of Lectors is to proclaim this news with joy, and with 
enthusiasm, to make it interesting, enlightening, moving, challeng-
ing, consoling, and inspiring.  We ourselves really need to respond 
in love to God’s Word, and I think a love of literature, of language 
and of the spoken word is a part of that response. 
As well, the more we read and study the Scriptures, the more cap-
tivated we become and the more we grow in faith.  Each passage is 
like a diamond with many facets.  No matter how familiar we are 
with it, there are always new beauties, new aspects of the truth to 
be found. 
This is not to say that all books of the Bible are easy to read and 
understand – far from it.  They are written by different human be-
ings, across a wide timespan, to meet the needs of the People of 
God in a great variety of circumstances. 
God is, after all, mystery, and his Word is full of deep mystery.  But 
it has been said that mystery is endless discovery, and I think that 
to become a Reader of the Word is to embark upon a journey 
which will never end. 
The great privilege of Lectors is to be, in a sense, the voice of God 
speaking to his people.  We can only do it with his help, but we can 
pray confidently in the words of Psalm 137 – ON the day I called, 
you answered – you increased the strength of my soul. 
Elizabeth Berger  (retired lector) 
Presented at a training session in the Cathedral, 4 July, 1999. 

Please note the Cathedral Office has changed it’s email 
address to  cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
The other email address will be redirected for a short 
while but please commence using the new email imme-
diately.    With thanks ….Liz 

Collections   Weekend 25/26 Nov 2017 : all 4 Masses—Loose 

plate : $1030;  Planned Giving : $975;    



Contact Us  

Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463 
Fax    6234 4737 
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Fr Shammi    smcofficehobart@gmail.com  
(non-urgent and non-confidential only) 
     
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

From Our Anniversary Book  Mervyn Miller, Adolf 
Kuchnicki, George Watt, Nora Murphy, Edward No-
lan, Corrie Jones, Tony Hogan, Robert Corradetti, 
Catherine Kinsella, Neil Harrington, Frank Laughlin, 
Victor Westbrook, Elaine and Alan Hurle, Sr. Ignati-
us Thorold, Matthew Bryson 
 
May they rest in peace. 

2/3 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter   Romilda Amorosa Anna Flora Zanella  

Lector Eva Dunn 
Geoff Burrill 
Peter Tierney 

Debbie Chung, Andrew Pinelli Genevieve Atkins, Tad Matuszek  Cathy Sullivan, Ida Saracino  

EMOC  Norm Andrews, Andrew Pinelli Michael Midson, Hernie Woodrow, 

David Shelverton  

Peter Toohey, Annie March, 
Marita Scott  

 

Please help us out with a gold coin donation 
towards morning/evening teas following Masses 
at the Cathedral!   There are many people 
attending now so a donation to assist in providing 
us with essentials like tea and coffee and biscuits would be ap-
preciated.    Plates to share are appreciated also! 

Thank you to the two kind parishioners whose reflections ap-
pear in this week’s newsletter.  We do appreciate your contri-
butions.   Please feel free to drop any reflections you may wish 
to contribute in to Liz at the office.    Thank you. 

Christmas/New Year Mass Times 2017/18 
(Note : Sunday 24th 8.30am and 10.30am Mass  - 4th Sun-
day Advent as normal) 
Sunday 24th Dec : Christmas Eve 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral (Family Vigil 
Mass) 
8pm : Sacred Heart Church (Family 
Mass) 
Midnight Mass with Service of Carols 
beginning 11.15pm St Mary’s Cathe-
dral 
Monday 25th Dec : Christmas Day 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Please note there is NO evening Mass on Christmas Day 
Wednesday 27th Dec : St John, apostle, evangelist 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 28th Dec : The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Friday 29th Dec : Octave of the Nativity 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday 30th Dec : Octave of the Nativity 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday 31st Dec : Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Monday 1st Jan : Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
10am : Sacred Heart Church 
Tuesday 2nd Jan : Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Wednesday 3rd Jan : Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 4th Jan : Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Friday 5th Jan : Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday 6th Jan : Christmas Time 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday 7th Jan : The Epiphany of the Lord 
8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
 
Reconciliation :  
St Mary’s Cathedral : 5pm Saturdays 
Sacred Heart Church : following 8am Mass Saturdays 

Immaculata Mission School 1st-10th Jan 2018, HOBART 
"To know God, to love God, to make God known" 
An awesome opportunity to grow in faith & fellowship!  Featur-
ing talks on the faith, daily Mass, fellowship, prayer times and 
lots of fun. Who? 15-35 year olds  
Where? Jane Franklin Hall, South Hobart, Tasmania 
$410 (all-inclusive of accommodation, meals & activities) 
Contact: 0406 372 608 or immaculatamissionschool@gmail.com 
To register or info: http://sistersoftheimmaculata.org.au/ims-


