
AVE Cathedral Parish Dec 16, 2018   YR C/1  2018 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;   
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
Responsorial Psalm:  Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia! 
Readings: Zeph 3:14-18; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 Next Week’s Readings:  Micah 5:1-4; 
Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-44 

A glance at the Vinnies Christmas poster in the foyer of our  
Cathedral encapsulates today’s Good News. The poster says: 
‘A CHRISTMAS WITHOUT JOY IS NO CHRISTMAS AT ALL.’ 
 
Today begins the 3rd Sunday of Advent and it is traditionally 
known as ‘Gaudete’ Sunday. The opening antiphon says: 
‘Gaudete in Domino semper’ – ‘Rejoice in the Lord always.’ It 
is an invitation to rejoice, because we are gradually getting 
closer to the nativity of our Saviour. ‘The Lord is near,’ says St. 
Paul. (Phil 4: 5). 
The need to rejoice is not restricted to only when things go as 
planned.  The presence of God is assured even when plans are 
running contrary to our expectations. The people of Israel 
after a series of wars were faced with unending difficulties. 
They seemed helpless and found life meaningless. The Proph-
et Zephaniah lifted their spirits with assurances of hope say-
ing: ‘He will exalt with joy over you, he will renew you by his 
love.’ ( Zeph 3:17).  
In rejoicing we fill our hearts with thanksgiving. It is interesting 
to know that St. Paul was in prison in Ephesus with many chal-
lenges besetting him, not excluding his helper Epaphroditus, 
whom he was mentoring, who was critically sick. Throughout 
these challenges though, he kept the faith and exhorted the 
Philippians to look up to God and be happy always.  
By the privilege of being alive, we ought to be happy and re-
joice in the Lord always. This positive mood should not be re-
stricted to ourselves but people around us should experience 
the same. The Precursor,  John the Baptist in the gospel read-
ing of today invites us to give generously, appreciating the 
presence of God in others and sharing our blessings and pos-
sessions more justly.  

In last Sunday’s readings, 
John the Baptiser 
preached the baptism of 
repentance for the re-
mission of sins. Having 
warned people of his 
time on the coming 
judgement,  they asked 
him: ‘What must we do?’ 
Their request simply showed that they needed change that 
was not merely superficial, but rather was deep-rooted. In 
reply the Baptiser says: ‘You MUST SHARE whatever you have 
with one who has none….’ (Lk 3:11). It is not an optional extra 
but is imperative.     
 
In this holy season dear Friends, the Church inspires us to look  
into ourselves and think on what we can share with others in 
order to light up the candle of joy in their lives to create a joy-
filled path in others.   Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am 
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue/Wed/Thu :  9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill 
Sts, West Hobart - 10.30am 
Reconciliation 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

The Archdiocese of Hobart’s annual ‘Light a Candle for Christmas’ event fills the void of a traditional 
Christian recognition of Christmas in Hobart’s Central Business District. This free event, now in its sixth 
year of operation, offers busy Christmas shoppers the opportunity to pause, light a candle, and to say a 
prayer for their loved ones. Choirs from across the Archdiocese representing diverse cultures perform 
traditional Christmas carols throughout the day, while volunteers and clergy assist people who wish to 
light a candle in memory of a loved one. A large, well-constructed wooden structure built to represent a 
stable, and containing figurines depicting the Nativity scene, is the focal point of the event. People are 
welcome to place a lit candle at the Nativity scene while reflecting on the birth of Jesus Christ, and saying 
a prayer for loved ones.  ‘Light a Candle for Christmas’ is arranged by the Archdiocese of Hobart with the 
assistance of parishioners, volunteers, choirs, clergy and the City of Hobart. Elizabeth Street Mall, Hobart 
Thursday 20 December 2018, 10am-3pm. 

Dear parents….we invite all Interested primary aged children 
(or younger) to our parish to a Nativity rehearsal at 10.30am 
in the Cathedral on Mon 24th December!  The children will 
then perform their enactment during the 6pm Cathedral Fami-
ly Mass that evening.  All welcome—costumes supplied.   For 
info please contact Sharon Lawler on 0407437888.  

Please note the Carols on the Hill were post-
poned from Saturday 15th December to next 
Saturday 22nd December due to inclement 
weather.  Free tickets are still available.  To reserve your 
tickets, go to www.eventbrite.com.au and enter ‘Carols on 
the Hill’ as your search criteria.  

A limited supply of 2019 Columban calendars 
and CTS Christmas cards are in our bookstall.  
Available 9am-3pm  M-F and following 10.30am 
Mass Sunday.      



Limited copies of 
Advent reflections 
are now available 
in our bookstall.   
Saviour—$7   
 

What Are We Waiting For?    
$20 Finding Meaning in Advent 
& Christmas—by Richard Leon-
ard, SJ 
Advent & Christmas—Wisdom 
from Henri Nouwen  $27 

Feb-July 2019 Reader and Extraordinary Minister of Commun-
ion rosters are available at the back of both Churches this 
weekend and for the next few weekends.  If you have supplied 
me with an email address I will email you—so please leave the 
printed copies for those without email. 
With thanks….Liz 

Listening to the Spirit:  
10,000 voices and climbing    
from www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 
Facilitator Lana Turvey-Collins says hearing the voices of more 
than 10,000 Australians is a great start and she hopes that’s 
just the tip of the iceberg as the Church builds towards the 
Plenary Council sessions to be held in October 2020 and May 
2021. 
Since the launch of the Plenary Council’s Open Listening and 
Dialogue stage at Pentecost, individuals and groups – large 
and small – have shared their stories of life and faith. By the 
end of September, more than 10,000 individuals had contrib-
uted their responses. “This is an encouraging sign of engage-
ment and also a sign of hope about how open-hearted people 
are,” Ms Turvey-Collins said. “This initial level of response 
shows that there are many people from across the country 
who care deeply about the future of the Church in Australia. 
Now every person needs to be proactive and reach beyond 
our comfort zones and have conversations with those people 
who may need someone to let them know this is happening. 
“Christmas get-togethers will be an opportunity to connect 
with family and friends and personally say: ‘Your story 
matters, the Church is planning for the future, can we chat?’ 
This invitation is powerful and it is how we will hear the sto-
ries from the margins.” ……………………………….. 
“Everyone’s experience of faith and the Church is unique and 
it’s important that the Plenary Council hears the voice of as 
many people as possible,” Ms Turvey-Collins said. 
“The diversity and differences of responses will be messy and 
we must resist labels, boxes and the urge to resolve things 
‘neatly’. This discernment will require a nuanced and deeply 

prayerful consideration as we 
continue to listen to what the 
Spirit is saying.” 
The Open Listening and Dia-
logue stage of the Plenary Coun-
cil runs until Ash Wednesday 
2019, but Ms Turvey-Collins said that will not mark the end of 
the engagement with the community. 
Dr Dantis and her team will then analyse the stories and re-
sponses that have been shared and, using best-practice re-
search techniques, will identify the emergent themes. 
The stories and responses grouped into themes will be consid-
ered and examined more deeply using a theological reflection 
method during a period of “Thematic Dialogue and Discern-
ment”, which will commence in mid-2019 as the process 
builds towards the Plenary Council sessions in 2020 and 2021. 
                                   …………………... 
What else can I do to prepare for the Plenary Council? 
PRAY - The Holy Spirit is leading us and the stillness of prayer 
opens our hearts to hear God’s voice. You can find the Plenary 
Council prayer here. 
SUBSCRIBE - To the Plenary Council e-newsletter at the 
bottom of the page, like the Plenary Council Facebook page 
and follow the Plenary Council Twitter account. 
SHARE - The webpage and social media links with your 
friends, family and colleagues. 
Website : http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/  
#PlenaryCouncil #ListentotheSpirit #SharetheStory 
INVITE - Your friends and family to have a conversation. 
about the future of the Catholic Church in Australia.  
 

Dear parishioners, our annual Marriage Mass Re-
newal Of Vows will be celebrated by Archbishop Jul-
ian at 10.30am on Sun 24th Feb.  Couples celebrating 
Catholic Marriage milestones are invited to RSVP to the Office of 
Life, Marriage and Family by emailing ben.smith@aohtas.org.au 
or on 6208 6036.   

We are urgently seeking a small two bed-
room house or apartment for three Armeni-
an Christians who came to Hobart as perse-
cuted Christian refugees. They have received 

an eviction notice from their current landlord and are des-
perate for accommodation of around $400 per week from 
January 1.  Please assist us in helping them to find a new 
home.  Contact Liz in the office if you can assist.     

Join other young people and youth 
groups from across Tasmania to cele-
brate World Youth Day Panama and 
Australia Day at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Hobart on Sunday, 27 January from 

12:00pm-2:30pm (Mass at 10:30am).  
The free event will feature live streaming of WYD from Panama, 
entertainment, music, a free sausage sizzle and guest speaker, 
Sam Clear, who walked around the world. Invite your friends and 
come along for a great afternoon of festivities! For further infor-
mation contact Office of Youth Evangelisation on 6208 6274 or 
youth@aohtas.org.au 

Please give generously to 
the Vinnies Christmas 
Appeal.  As an example, 
$59 provides a set of clothes, shoes and a small gift for a 
child, while $88 ensures a family of four has a meal on 
Christmas Day.  Envelopes are provided throughout the 
Church and more information is available at 
www.vinnies.org.au/page/Christmas-appeal-2018 

Please note : No morning tea in the Sacred Heart Parish Centre 

following 8.30am Mass in January.  Morning tea will 

resume in February.  Thank you!    



Advent Reflections 
I keep expecting loud and im-
pressive events to convince me 
and others of God’s saving pow-
er……Our temptation is to be 
distracted by them…..When I 
have no eyes for the small signs 
of God’s presence----the smile of a baby, the carefree play of chil-
dren, the words of encouragement and gestures of love offered by 
friends-----I will always remain tempted to despair. 
The small child of Bethlehem, the unknown man of Nazareth, the 
rejected preacher, the naked man on the cross, he asks for my full 
attention.  The work of our salvation takes place in the midst of a 
world that continues to shout, scream, and overwhelm us with its 
claims and promises. 
   …………………………. 
Parker Palmer, a spiritual writer of the Quaker tradition, says com-
munity is the place where the person you least want to live with 
always lives.  So community is not like a place where you love each 
other sort of freely and warmly and affectionately.  Community is in 
fact the place where you are purified, where your love is tested, 
where your childhood of God is constantly put through the mill of 
human relationships.  That is what community is.  Community is a 
place where Judas always is and sometimes it is just you. 
HENRI J.M. NOUWEN from Finding Meaning in Advent (in book-
stall) 
 
The word of God came to John … in the wilderness.  (Luke 3:2) 
The opening lines of this Gospel do not just set the time and place, 
they show a comparison.  Caesar, Pilate, Herod, Phillip, Annas and 
Caiaphas are either kings, politicians or priests – all important, suc-
cessful people.  Yet, the word of God comes to who?  Someone who 
is really struggling – John in the wilderness. 
And, his message?  Well, to those who were also struggling in the 
wilderness, the message was: Prepare.  Every obstacle in front of 
you – mountains, valleys and rough roads – will be removed and 
you will find God. 
We all go through tough times and we find ourselves struggling.  At 
one time or another, we all have to live a wilderness experience.  
For some, those times are longer and more intense than others.  
But, we need to remember that for all the importance and success 
that some may have – the apparent easy life of some – “There is 
none greater” (Matthew 11:11) in the Lord’s eyes than the person 
who hears the word of God while struggling in the wilderness. 
Jesus, let me hear your voice while I’m in my own struggles and 
wilderness, and remove every obstacle on my way to finding you.  
Amen. FR STEPHEN VARNEY from Saviour (in the bookstall) 

 

Faces of the Parish                      Anna Reussien 
 
I attend weekday Mass at 
Sacred Heart while Sundays I 
love to celebrate the 10.30am 
Mass at the Cathedral, where 
I contribute by being an Ex-
traordinary Minister of Com-
munion. I am also on a roster 
to take Communion to pa-
tients at St John’s Hospital in South Hobart once a 
month.  A few years ago I became a consecrated mem-
ber of the lay order of Sons & Daughter of God and now 
I enjoy the privilege of mentoring others to do the 
same. In particular I love praying The Divine Office, also 
known as The Hours. 
I grew up in a staunchly Roman Catholic family with a 
line of Sacristans going back over generations. My fa-
ther however was an organist for over 50 years before 
he passed. During my wedding celebration he couldn’t 
give me away because even then he was playing the 
organ. I remember as a small child that my brother and I 
were sitting either side of him behind the organ and 
sometimes he would prompt one of us to pull a certain 
knob to open one of the musical registers. But too much 
of a good thing can be bad too - for a while I became 
totally allergic to organ music! Fortunately I have recov-
ered now….. sometimes when I hear the organ during 
Mass I still think it is my dad playing, and I just wish it 
was. 
I worked as a personal assistant to one of the board 
members at the University of Amsterdam before 
meeting my Tasmanian husband-to-be who was at the 
time travelling Europe. We met in January and married 
in June in 1985. A few days after the wedding I migrated 
back with him to Tasmania where we settled in the Hu-
on and later raised two sons and a daughter. 
I am a quiet person and love reading, and have a pas-
sion for lace knitting and embroidery.  
Oh, yes a funny story;  Saturday mornings my parents 
used to ‘dump’ me and my four siblings in the local 
church while they went off grocery shopping. We al-
ways got a firm reminder not to misbehave since “God 
sees everything”.  Well, one morning we decided to go 
off ourselves. We managed to sneak out of the church, 
but then stood stiff against the back wall for a good 
hour or so too afraid to move for fear that God would 
see us…...  

Immaculata Mission School 2019 is a ten-day live-in formation 
school for young people, with talks on the faith from awesome 
speakers, daily Mass & prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, praise & wor-
ship, fun & fellowship & lots more! 1-10 January, 2019, The Glennie 
School, Toowoomba QLD. 15-35 year olds; Special guest speaker: Dr 
Mary Healy (USA), Professor of Sacred Scripture, international 
speaker on Scripture, evangelisation, healing and the spiritual 
life.  Dr Healy is on the Pontifical Biblical Commission and the Pon-
tifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Other guest speakers: 
Fr Rob Galea, Simon & Madeleine Carrington (FireUp Ministries), 
Archbishop Julian Porteous, Paul Elarde & more. $420 (cost includes 
all accommodation, food, speakers and activities) 
www.sistersoftheimmaculata.org.au/ims or 0406 372 608 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to Andrew Clarke and the students of St 
Mary’s College who sourced, packed and delivered 
some lovely hampers for distribution to families who 
needed a little extra help in our community this Christ-
mas. 



Contact Us  

Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book  Panfilo Di Giovanni,  
Stanislaus Rose, Thomas Lacey, Dorothy Steward, Sr. 
Brigid Barry, Irene Cundari, Mary Johnston, Mary 
McDonald, Joan Dempsey, Rosa Schiro, Kenneth Grubb, 
Patricia Jones, Michael Waters, Grace Donnelly, Ellen Baker, 
Leona Fulton, Cynthia Parker, Augustine Bravo, Marguerite Har-
ris, Sr. Mary Philbin, Bessie Thornhill, Mary Collins, Rose Fitzpat-
rick, Antony Carnevale          May they rest in peace.  

15/16 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Maria Respondek TBA 

Lector Fred Tojino 
Amchana Charko 
Merin Charko 

Sr Monica Shelverton, Andrew 
Pinelli 

Xavier Kumar, Brigid McKenna Ron Ward, Sr Monica Shelver-
ton.  

EMOC TBA Colleen Stanford, Sue Bailey Anna Reussien,  Michael Midson  TBA 

Reminder : Regular Weekly Events 
Fri 4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Benediction 
Sat 11am : 2nd Floor Cathedral Centre—Novena 
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Saturday 22nd Dec 
8am : Sacred Heart Church  
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral  
Sunday 23rd Dec 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Monday 24th Dec 
Christmas Eve 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
(Family Vigil Mass) 
8pm : Sacred Heart Church 
(Family Mass) 
Midnight Mass with Service of 
Carols beginning 11.15pm St 
Mary’s Cathedral 
Tuesday 25th Dec  
Christmas Day 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Please note there is NO even-
ing Mass on Christmas Day 
Wednesday 26th Dec 
St Stephen, first martyr 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 27th Dec 
St John, apostle, evangelist 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Friday 28th Dec 
The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday 29th Dec 
Octave of the Nativity 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 

Sunday 30th Dec 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph 
8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tuesday 1st Jan 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
10am : Sacred Heart Church 
Wednesday 2nd Jan 
Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Thursday 3rd Jan 
Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Friday 4th Jan 
Christmas Time 
7.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
Saturday 5th Jan 
Christmas Time 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
Sunday 6th Jan 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
8.30am : Sacred 
Heart Church 
10.30am : St 
Mary’s Cathedral 

Christmas/New Year 

Mass times 2018/19 

Reconciliation : St Mary’s Cathedral : 5pm Saturdays 
Sacred Heart Church : following 8am Mass Saturdays 

New Testament Greek Course: Dr David Daintree of the 
Christopher Dawson Centre, in association with the Ver-
bum Domini Institute, will offer an intensive course in the 
koine Greek of the New Testament. Where: Diocesan Cen-
tre, 35 Tower Rd, New Town. When: 21-25 Jan., 9am-3pm 
daily. Cost: $100 plus textbook (pensioner concession 
available). Registrations and information: Dr David Dain-
tree on 0408 879 494, or dccdain@gmail.com  

Are you new to our parish?                  

We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral 

Parish!  To help you become involved in 

our parish life and any of the various 

ministries of the parish, please contact the Cathedral Office on 

6234 4463 or cathedral@aohtas.org.au           With thanks! 


