
AVE Cathedral Parish Jun 17, 2018   YR B/2  2018 
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;   
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm:    Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
Gospel Acclamation:   Alleluia, alleluia!  The seed is the word of God, Christ is the      
   sower;  all who come to him will live for ever.  Alleluia! 
Readings:    Ezek 17:22-24; 2 Cor 5:6-10; Mk 4:26-34 
Next Week’s Readings:   Is 49:1-6; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 

The Mysterious Power of the Holy Spirit 
In today’s Gospel Jesus teaches us about 
the Kingdom of God – the Kingdom 
which He has come to announce.  He has 
proclaimed that the Kingdom of God is at 
hand.  It is very near to us.  But what sort 
of a kingdom is it?  It is not like any other 
kingdom, or empire, or sovereignty 
which we have ever known.   The King-
dom of God always starts small.  Jesus 
says it is like this:  “A man throws seed 
on the land. Night and day, while he 
sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not 
know. Of its own accord the land produc-
es first the shoot, then the ear, then the 
full grain in the ear. And when the crop is 
ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap 
because the harvest has come” (Mark 
4:26 ff).   
The seed is clearly the Word of God.  It is 
the Good News that Jesus came to share 
with us.  It is actually Jesus Himself.  The 
Kingdom of God is the Church – all of 
Christ’s faithful.  It is those who have 
been open to the mysterious power of 
the Holy Spirit which makes them grow 
and produce abundant fruitfulness.  The 
Kingdom grows by a mysterious power, 
even when we cannot see much happen-
ing, the Kingdom of God is growing.    
In his apostolic exhortation, Evangelii 
Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), Pope 
Francis speaks of the mysterious working 
of the risen Christ and His Spirit.  He en-
courages us to keep on expecting 
growth. 
“Christ’s resurrection is not an event of 
the past; it contains a vital power which 
has permeated this world.  Where all 
seems to be dead, signs of the resurrec-
tion suddenly spring up. It is an irresisti-
ble force. Often it seems that God does 
not exist: all around us we see persistent 

injustice, evil, indifference and cruelty. 
But it is also true that in the midst of 
darkness something new always springs 
to life and sooner or later produces fruit. 
On razed land life breaks through, stub-
bornly yet invincibly. However dark 
things are, goodness always re-emerges 
and spreads” (EG # 275). 
Pope Francis tells us that we must keep 
on spreading the seed and expect growth 
and not to be discouraged.  He calls us to 
trust firmly in the Holy Spirit and to call 
on the Holy Spirit constantly for help.   
“He can heal whatever causes us to flag 
in the missionary endeavour. It is true 
that this trust in the unseen can cause us 
to feel disoriented: it is like being 
plunged into the deep and not knowing 
what we will find. I myself have frequent-
ly experienced this. Yet there is no great-
er freedom than that of allowing oneself 
to be guided by the Holy Spirit, renounc-
ing the attempt to plan and control eve-
rything to the last detail, and instead 
letting Him enlighten, guide and direct 
us, leading us wherever He wills. The 
Holy Spirit knows well what is needed in 
every time and place. This is what it 
means to be mysteriously fruitful!” (EG # 
280). 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us pray 
with Pope Francis – Come Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of Your faithful and kindle in 
them the fire of Your love. 
Deacon Nick MacFarlane 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue/Wed/Thu : 9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill Sts, 
West Hobart - Fri 10.30am 
Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

Date saver!   
There will be 
more information 
released soon 
but in the mean-
while please save 
Friday 19th October for the St 
Mary’s Cathedral Parish Annu-
al Dinner at the Italian Club! 

The Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council 
extends a warm welcome to parishion-
ers and friends to join us for the Parish 
Mission to be held on 31 July in St 
Mary’s Cathedral. The mission, 
themed Christ, Our Hope and Joy, cele-
brated by Archbishop Julian Porteous, 
will start at 6.00pm and will run for 
approximately a 2 hour duration.  The 
Mission will be supported by an MC 
and musicians who have travelled 
throughout the Archdiocese for other 
parish missions. The evening will be 
filled with songs of praise, testimonies, 
homily and adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. There will also be an op-
portunity for individual prayer and con-
fession. There will be light supper pro-
vided in the Cathedral Centre after-
wards.  We encourage everyone to 
come along with family and friends for 
what will be a very worthwhile and 
blessed evening.  Other parishes have 
found the evening to be an enriching 
and transformative event and it has 
been very well received and support-
ed.   If you are in need of transporta-
tion for this event, please let Liz Horne 
in the parish office know by 24 July so 
that the Council will be able to assist 
you.                  
Cathedral Parish Pastoral Council 

Dear Parishioners … Planned Giving envelopes are available to collect at the back of both 
Churches this weekend.  Please ensure you collect your envelopes and if 
you are collecting for someone else please let them know promptly that you 
have their envelopes.    With thanks. 



The Community of the Sons & Daughters of God is an 
order which encourages lay people to actively live out the 
grace of their baptism through a commitment to strive 
towards holiness. This is to be achieved by means of the 
Sacraments, in particular receiving the Eucharist, praying 
of the Liturgy of the Hours, listening, reading & medi-
tating upon the Word of God and developing a way to 
live in the Divine Presence. 
The Community, through its structure, not only encour-
ages us to live as Sons & Daughters of God, but also as 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ. Although the spirituality of 
the Community has a monastic flavour, lay people from 
all walks of life make up the first three branches of the 
order as it is in the Interior of our heart that we meet and 
form an intimate relationship with our Lord.  
The Community will hold its Annual Retreat & Spiritual 
Exercises from August 22-24 at Maryknoll. The program 
allows for flexible options to participate; starting from $ 
50 - for day participation through to $ 385 - for live-in 
over the full program. For more information see pam-
phlets at back of both Churches or contact Anna Reussien 
0458 763 096.  

From ‘Why Bother Praying’ by Richard Leonard SJ 
 
We do not pray simply to effect our salvation in 
heaven.  We pray to keep on mission with Christ 
in the world.  Our lives may be the only Bible 
some people will ever read.  Our living of the vir-
tues and our commitment to justice and peace 
may be the only sacraments some people will 
ever witness and celebrate.  They might decide 
whether to bother praying based on what they hear but even 
more, what they see.  Our prayer is not to be judged on how we 
feel, but on how we live and what we say away from prayer.  We 
do not need to babble.  Let’s put an end to performances for 
God.  We do not need to have our head in the clouds.  Prayer is 
practical.  Though we all fail, prayerful people are traced with 
Christ’s  life because of the encounter with him and so are com-
passionate, hopeful, joyful, grateful, forgiving, and loving.  The 
church and the world need prayerful people more than ever be-
fore.  Why bother praying?  Because God wants us to bother him, 
and in the process develop a relationship that is marked by such 
love and joy that it changes us, our neighbour, and the world. 
Available from the bookstall soon. 

Our own Alexander Ro-
drigues will be conducting 
the Derwent Symphony 
Orchestra on Sunday the 
24th of June at 2:30pm. 
Stanley Burbury Theatre, 
University of Tasmania, 
Sandy Bay. 
On the program will be Dvorak’s Overture to the Opera 
Wanda, Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 3 “Scottish” and 
Bruch’s Double concerto with TSO Soloists Andrew Sey-
mour (Clarinet) and William Newbery (Viola). 

The Old Virgilians Association's next luncheon will be 
held at the St. Virgil's College Austins Ferry campus on 
Tuesday, 26th June, from 12 noon till 2pm. A two course 
meal with drinks ($30) is provided. All Old Virgilians and 
friends are invited. For catering purposes please advise 
attendance -  peter.imlach@gmail.com or 0417 032 614.          
Peter Imlach. Secretary.     

Fr Shammi and Jane McKeown (CPPC member), along 

with Fr Mike Delaney and over 50 other contingents 

from Australian parishes,  are away attending a parish 

renewal conference hosted by the Divine Renovation 

Ministry in Halifax.  Fr Shammi is therefore unavailable 

until after June 28 so please contact Liz in the office or Fr 

Emmanuel during this time.  Please keep Fr Shammi and 

Jane in your prayers over this period. 

In the bookstall….. 
What is Catholicism? In Catholicism Father Robert 
Barron examines all these questions and more, 
seeking to capture the body, heart and mind of the 
Catholic faith. Starting from the essential founda-
tion of Jesus Christ’s incarnation, life, and teaching, 
Father Barron moves through the defining ele-
ments of Catholicism – from sacraments, worship, 
and prayer, to Mary, the Apostles, and Saints, to grace, salvation, 
heaven, and hell – using his distinct and dynamic grasp of art, 
literature, architecture, personal stories, Scripture, theology, phi-
losophy, and history to present the Church to the world. $27 

 
Drawing on the passion of Christ, Sr. Nuala Kenny 
reflects on the inevitable questions we all face re-
garding health, illness, suffering, and dying. She 
provides a profound spiritual and biblical reflection 
by linking Jesus’ own experience of suffering and 
death with real-life stories about patients in today’s 

world. This book is for anyone undergoing or reflecting on illness, 
suffering, and dying. It is also for families and friends who accom-
pany the sick, dependent, and dying, and for caregivers who ac-
company them. It is sure to guide attitudes, practical decisions, 
and actions that are central concerns in serious illness and dying, 
while clearing up misunderstandings that often accompany peri-
ods of stress.  Coming soon—please order a copy $36 

A fundraising bush dance is being held on June 30 from 

5.30pm at 10 Bucaan St, Chigwell to raise money for 

orphans and victims of Nodding Syndrome in Northern 

Uganda.  All the information on this event and details of 

the cause are at www.acholiresilience.org and brochures 

are at the back of both churches. 

Dear parishioners…..the Cathedral 
choir is inviting any members of the 
congregation who sing, to come and 
join with us in preparing music for lit-
urgy each week and for our upcoming 
concert on the 23rd November. We 
will be performing Requiem by Maurice 
Durufle.  Rehearsals are Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:00pm in 
the top level of the Narthex. Hope to see you there. Contact the 
deputy director of music, Jo-Anne Kemp on 0410 004 148 
or  email her at jokemp71@gmail.com for any further details or 
questions. 



Are you new to our parish?  
We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.  
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 
Name ………………………………………………………………….. 
Email …………………………………………………………………… 
Phone …………………………………………………………………. 
Address ………………………………………………………………. 
 
Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for morn-
ing teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book stall 
attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gardening, 
organising special events/fundraising.    

The Catholic Women’s League Craft Shop is packed with 
lovingly handmade affordable goods, including knitting and 
smocked clothing and shawls, socks, gloves, scarves, toys, 
bags, handmade cards and much more. Proceeds enable the 
CWL to donate to several charities.  Mathers Place, 108 Bath-
urst St, M-F 10am-3pm.  Info via 6234 1513. 

Dear Parishioners, many of you ordered Pope Francis’ Apos-
tolic Exhortation but they remain uncollected in 
the office.  Please drop by to collect when you 
can.  They are $11.  With thanks. 

Life’s Key Question by Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
Several years ago, at retreat, an elderly monk shared with me 
about the ups and downs of 50 years of monastic life. At the 
end of this he said to me: “Give me some hints on how I 
should prepare to die! What should I do to make myself more 
ready for death?” 
The heaviness of such a question is enough to intimidate a 
person with a spirituality deeper than my own, and when it’s 
asked by someone twice your age whose heart seems already 
deeply charitable, faith-filled, and wonderfully-mellowed 
through years of quiet prayer, then perhaps the best answer is 
silence. I wasn’t so naive as to offer him much by way of an 
answer, his trust in me notwithstanding. 
But it’s a good question. How do we prepare to die? How do 
we live so that death does not catch us unaware? What do we 
do so that we don’t leave this world with too much unfinished 
business? 
The first thing that needs to be said is that anything we do to 
prepare for death should not be morbid or be something that 
distances or separates us from life and each other. We don’t 
prepare for death by withdrawing from life. The opposite is 
true. What prepares us for death, anoints us for it, in Christ’s 
phrase, is a deeper, more intimate, fuller entry into life. We 
get ready for death by beginning to live our lives as we should 
have been living them all along. How do we do that? 
John Shea once suggested that the kingdom of heaven is open 
to all who are willing to sit down with all. That’s a one-line 
caption for discipleship. In essence, the single condition for 
going to heaven is to have the kind of heart and the kind of 
openness that makes it possible for us to sit down with abso-
lutely anyone and to share life and a table with him or her. If 
that is true, then the best way we can prepare to die is to 
begin to stretch our hearts to love ever wider and wider, to 
begin to love in a way that takes us beyond the natural nar-
rowness and discrimination that exists within our hearts be-
cause of temperament, wound, timidity, ignorance, selfish-
ness, race, gender, religion, circumstance, and our place in 
history. 
We prepare to die by pushing ourselves to love less narrowly. 
In that sense, readying ourselves for death is really an ever-
widening entry into life. 
John Powell, in his book, Unconditional Love, tells the story of 
a young student who was dying of cancer. In the final stages of 

his illness, he came to see Powell and said something to this 
effect: “Father, you once told us something in class that has 
made it easier for me to die young. You said: `There are only 
two potential tragedies in life, and dying young isn’t one of 
them. These are the two tragedies: If you go through life and 
don’t love and if you go through life and you don’t tell those 
whom you love that you love them.’ 
When the doctors told me that my cancer was terminal, I real-
ized how much I’ve been loved. I’ve been able to tell my family 
and others how much they mean to me. I’ve expressed love. 
People ask me: `What’s it like being 24 years old and dying?’ I 
tell them: `It’s not so bad. It beats being 50 years old and hav-
ing no values!'” 
We prepare ourselves for death by loving deeply and by ex-
pressing love, appreciation, and gratitude to each other. Jesus 
says as much. When the woman at Bethany poured an entire 
bottle of expensive ointment on his feet and dried his feet 
with her hair, he commented on her lavish expression of affec-
tion and gratitude by saying: “She has anointed me for my 
impending death.” What he meant should not be piously mis-
interpreted. He wasn’t saying: “Since I’m soon to die, let her 
waste this ointment!” He was saying rather: “When I come to 
die, it’s going to be easier because, at this moment, I am truly 
tasting life. It’s easier to die when one has been, even for a 
moment, fully alive.” 
What makes it difficult for us to die, beyond all the congenital 
instincts inside of us that want us to live, is not so much fear of 
the afterlife or even fear that there might not be an afterlife. 
What makes it hard to die is that we have so much life yet to 
finish and we finish it by loving more deeply and expressing 
our love more freely. 
Had that old monk cornered Jesus and asked him the same 
question he asked me, I suspect, Jesus might have said: Pre-
pare for death by living more fully now. Work at loving more 
deeply, less discriminately, more affectionately, and more 
gratefully. Tell those 
close to you that you 
love them and death 
will never catch you 
like a thief in the 
night.” 

St Mary’s Cathedral Planned Giving and Loose collections 

for June 2/3 were $1288 and $1627 respectively.               

With thanks. 



Contact Us  

Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Emmanuel Ibeke 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Fr Shammi    smcofficehobart@gmail.com  
(non-urgent and non-confidential only) 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book    Giulia, Pasquale and Benja-
min Longo, Elaine and Alan Hurle, John McErvale, William 
Beechey, David Pardoe, Victor Rainbird, Thelma Dance, 
Jane Wilson, Ann McIvor, Henry Williams, John Wise, 
Mary Watt, Mary Walker, William Hodgeman AM QC, 
Mary Bratt, Rachael McPherson, Edna Keenan, Theresa 
Lizotte, Douglas Jordan, Giovanna Giana, Rosario Pace, 
Eileen Green, Jane O'Kane, Brian Beechey, Horace 
Webster, Sheila Free, Mary Excell, Gertrude Rose, 
Eliza Wiltshire, Barbara Paprotny, Edelene Cross-
well, Mary Luttrell , Cecil Owen, James Hanlon, 
Grace Kelly, Gabrielle Hawkins 
May they rest in peace. 

 

Dear Lectors please note! We have had to repair our lectern microphone numerous times as it is being pulled on 
very hard. You should not need to adjust it as it’s very sensitive but you may, if really necessary, simply tilt the very 
end of it up or down. Please do not pull on it.  Thank you!  

16/17 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Romilda Amorosa TBA 

Lector Athie Willemsen 
Geoff Burrill 
Marilou Saunders 

Lorraine Dooley, Colleen Stanford Patrick Yeung, Daisy Kateros  Marla Giacon, Tony Giacon  

EMOC  Sue Bailey, Colleen Stanford David Shelverton,  TBC TBA 

All young adults are invited to a new weekly event held 
in St Mary’s Cathedral called Hobart Haven. This event is 
a chance for young people to get away from the noise and 
rush of daily life and simply spend some time with Jesus. 
Hobart Haven will run every Wednesday from 6-7pm at St 
Mary’s cathedral and will include: Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, time for silent prayer, hymns, scripture reflec-
tion, chance for Confession and Benediction.  

Friday’s Eucharistic Holy Hour—Spending time with Je-
sus in the Blessed Sacrament is always time well spent. 
Each Friday, there is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
from 4.30-5.30pm in the Cathedral. Join us for some sing-

ing, some time for silent prayer, some communal prayer (from 
the Prayer of the Church) and Benediction. All welcome. Queries, 
call Deacon Nick MacFarlane 0418 242 010  

Rachel’s Vineyard – Do not continue to live in shame, fear or 
numbness. Rachel’s Vineyard is a safe place to renew, rebuild 
and redeem hearts broken by abortion through our supportive, 
confidential and non-judgemental weekend retreats. Next retreat 
Aug 31st – Sept 2nd 2018. For more information please contact 
Anne Sherston on the confidential phone line 0478599241 or 
email rachelsvineyardtas@aapt.net.au 

 


