
AVE Cathedral Parish December 22, 2019   YR A/2 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets,  
Hobart;   Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, come and save us. Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! The Spirit  
of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluia!  Readings: Is 7:10-14; 
Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24   Next Week’s Readings : Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Mt 2:13-15,19-23 

The emphasis of the readings for this 4th Sunday of Advent is on the 
obedience of faith, along with the corresponding virtue of humility. 
In the first reading, Ahaz, the king of Judah, is not humble and not 
obedient. When the Lord tells him through the prophet Isaiah to 
ask for a sign, he refuses: “I will not ask!” Ahaz not only disobeys 
the Lord; he justifies his disobedience with false piety: “I will not 
tempt the Lord!”  
Actually, King Ahaz is “playing it safe.” In refusing to ask for a sign, 
he avoids the risk, not of “tempting the Lord,” but of being obliged 
to follow the Lord. If the Lord does give him a sign, then he will 
have to respond to it and obey. There will no longer be any way to 
cover up his refusal with pious words, and his insistence on follow-
ing his own plan instead of the Lord’s will be exposed. So Ahaz pro-
tects himself from taking a step in faith. And the sad result is that 
he is displeasing to the Lord. The Lord, however, whose goodness 
is unsurpassable, gives the proud king a sign anyway: the miracle of 
a virgin who will bear a child, Emmanuel.  
To be obedient to the Lord, we must trust in him and take a new 
step. It is not the words we say that indicate our humility and obe-
dience; it is the decision of faith and the actions that flow from that 
decision. Faith means following the direction of the Lord, despite 
our fears. 
In the gospel, Joseph finds himself in an impossible situation. He 
taught it was the will of God that he should marry Mary, but then 
she was found to be pregnant! As a just man, obedient to the law, 
the best he can come up with is to divorce her quietly. But then 
Joseph receives a new possibility from the Lord through an angel: 
“Have no fear about taking Mary as your wife. It is by the Holy Spir-
it that she has conceived this child.” 
Joseph chooses the way of faith. He humbles himself and obeys the 
Lord. He sets aside his reasonable objections; he disregards the 
gossip of the neighbors; he accepts Mary. And in accepting Mary, 
he welcomes her Son, Jesus, the promised Emmanuel. Joseph, 
then, stands as a model of Advent faith for us. To welcome Mary in 
the home of our hearts is to welcome Jesus!  
Fr. Norberto Ochoa 

Dear parishioners, 
Fr Norberto Ochoa, having pastorally ministered at St 
Mary’s Cathedral Parish as Assistant Priest during the 
last 9 months, will be bidding us farewell today.  I, on 
behalf of Archbishop Julian and all the St Mary’s and Sa-
cred Heart parish community, would like to extend my 
gratitude and sincere thanks to him for his committed 
ministry and wish him all the best in his new parish at St 
Mary’s East Coast. 

Dear parents….we invite all  
Interested primary aged children (or younger) to our 
parish to a Nativity rehearsal at 10.30am in the Cathe-
dral on Tues 24th December!  The children will then 
perform their enactment during the 
6pm Cathedral Family Mass that even-
ing.  All welcome-costumes supplied. 
For info please contact Sharon Lawler 
on 0407437888.  

Christmas/New Year Mass times are  displayed on 
page 4 of AVE 

Please note Lawrenny Court Masses (usually Friday 
10.30am) have finished for the year.  They will resume 
February 9, 2020.           With thanks. 

Fr Norberto Ochoa will be offering three days of the Simbang Gabi (Dawn Mass) at the Cathedral at 5am on December 22, 
23, 24 kindly assisted by Deacon Steven Smith.  Simbang Gabi is a Filipino Christmas tradition. It is (usually) a series of nine 
dawn Masses on the days leading up to Christmas. This tradition was introduced by the  
Spanish friars to allow the farmers to hear Mass before going to the fields early in the morning. The Masses can start as early 
as 4 in the morning. Simbang Gabi is also known by its popular Spanish name, Misa de Gallo, or "Mass 
of the Rooster.'' In the olden days, the church bells start ringing as early as three o' clock, waking peo-
ple up so they can get ready for the four o'clock dawn Mass. The Roman Catholic churches across the 
nation start to open their doors shortly before the break of dawn to welcome the faithful to the Sim-
bang Gabi Mass. 

Restoration of Christmas Figurines 
A note of thanks to Michael McKenna, Dcn Steven Smith, 
Altar Servers Vincent Parr and Raph Mackey. Your efforts 
in restoring and setting up the Christ-
mas figurines to enrich our Christmas 
celebration is highly appreciated. 



St Mary’s Cathedral Parish Sacramental 
Program 2020 will begin with an  
information evening on Tuesday 25th  
February from 6:00 to 7:30pm in the  
Cathedral Centre.  The program is strictly for 
children aged 7 and above.  Parents wishing 
to enrol their child should contact Jo 
MacFarlane at macfarlane3jo@gmail.com to register 
interest. When registering interest, please provide child’s 
name, birth date and school. Any queries can also be directed 
to the same email address. 

Made for Each Other Summer School : January 20-24 Hobart 
The Made for Each Other Summer School will be held from Jan 20-24 at St 
Mary’s Cathedral. It will be a unique event for ages 18-35. The Summer 
School will offer a series of lectures from a well-qualified faculty, group dis-
cussions, field trips, prayer time and social occasions to create a unique ex-

perience of the beauty, goodness and 
truth of the Church’s teaching on rela-
tionships, sexuality, marriage and the 
family.  Contact Ben Smith on 6208 6036 
or ben.smith@aohtas.org.au.  
website: bit.ly/2oCtnOU.  

THANK YOU TO ELIZABETH HORNE AS SHE LEAVES THE CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFICE 
This week (20th), our St Mary’s Cathedral Parish Office Manager of nearly 7 years will leave us.   
Liz has always been very dedicated to the job, steady under pressure, and has related well to all staff 
parishioners, school staff, parents and visitors alike. 
Liz is a faith-filled woman, and that is her foundation; she has always tried to recognise the presence of 
Christ in every person who came to seek her assistance at the Cathedral Office. She read the issues well and 
was always pastorally savvy in providing solutions.  Liz’s two sons, Mitch and Isaac, have been  

committed altar servers until recent times and it has been a pleasure to see them grow and mature among us in the last couple 
of years.  
Liz has managed to successfully keep the chaotic schedule of the Cathedral and the Centre, and has risen up to meet the many 
challenges of the job. Under her watchful eye, everything has run smoothly. A friendly, smiling face always greeted everyone 
coming into the Centre. 
As we say farewell to a multi-talented and dedicated parish office manager, we wish her all the very best for the future.  She 
leaves to tackle her next challenge with our prayers and our grateful thanks. 
We welcome our new parish secretary, Shilpi Samida Santos, who is now off to a good start as Liz has been showing her the 
ropes for the past few weeks.                                     Fr Shammi Perera 

Classes in “Inspiring Faith” Catechesis for children aged 8–11 
years have now concluded. In 2020, we would like to intro-
duce a further class for 12-15 year-olds.  For more information 
contact Jo 0407 876 913 or macfarlane3jo@gmail.com          
Classes will recommence Feb 16, 2020 

The last Columban Calendars are now available from 
Maureen at Sacred Heart Church and from the Ca-
thedral bookstall for $10.  

BLESSING OF NATIVITY SCENES 
Given to mark the first Sunday of Ad-
vent in Greccio Italy at the Shrine of the 
Nativity, Pope Francis presented his 
most recent Apostolic Letter 
‘Admirabile Signum’ (“Enchanting     
Image”) on the Meaning and               
Importance of the Nativity Scene.   
A Nativity scene is a simple reminder of something astonish-
ing: God became human to reveal the greatness of his love 
“by smiling and opening his arms to all,” Pope Francis said in 
his letter on the meaning and importance of setting up Christ-
mas cribs. The Holy Father wrote “I wish to encourage the 
beautiful family tradition of preparing the nativity scene in 
the days before Christmas, but also the custom of setting it 
up in the workplace, in schools, hospitals, prisons and town 
squares.” He said ”It is my hope that this custom will never 
be lost and that, wherever it has fallen into disuse, it can be 
rediscovered and revived.” 
 
To assist us in giving effect to the Holy Father’s express desire 
to promote the worthy custom of establishing the Christmas 
Crib in our homes, His Grace Archbishop Porteous will, at the 
10:30am Mass this Sunday December 22, bless the Cathe-
dral’s Nativity Scene and, in what is to become an annual 
event, invites families to bring with them to this Mass the 
baby Jesus and such other figures of their choosing from 
their own Nativity scenes which His Grace will also bless. 

Plenary Council 2020     The Archdiocese of Hobart has been 
asked to send two delegates to the Plenary Council 
General Assembly in October 2020 and June 2021. Delegates 
can be both from Clergy and Laity. If you wish to be consid-
ered as a delegate, please contact the Archbishop’s office by 
email: archbishop.assistant@aohtas.org.au by no later 25 
January 2020. 

Thank you to Fr Shammi and all my friends 
within this parish community for your kind gifts, 
calls and cards over the last weeks.  I had a sur-
prise lovely morning tea send off with some 
special people on my last day and am over-
whelmed with the wonderful sentiments ex-
pressed to me.  I leave a piece of my heart with 
you all.  God bless.                              Liz Horne 



 We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 

Name ………………………………………………………………….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………… 

Phone …………………………………………………………………. 

Address 

………………………………………………………………. 

Ministries you may be interested in:  
(please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, childrens’ liturgy, 
youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for morning teas, altar 
servers, Eucharistic ministers, book stall attendant after Mass, 
office help, handyman work, gardening, organising special 
events/fundraising.    
 

Advent : Gestating Hope Into Reality  by Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI (excerpt) 
 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, as even his critics admit, was a man of hope. Indeed his whole vision of things is generally criticized 
for being too hopeful. So, in trying to explain hope and advent, allow me a Teilhard story: 
 
Teilhard was a scientist, and a good one, but he was also a Christian, a priest, and a man whose ultimate vision of things was 
formed by the gospels. Central to his whole system of thought was his rock-bottom belief that ultimately all of history, cosmic 
and human, would come together, in Christ, into one community of life and love (as promised by Jesus and as summarized in 
the early Christian hymn, Ephesians 1, 3-10). This vision was the wide framework within which he ultimately set his scientific 
theories. But he was surrounded by colleagues, both Christian and secular, who had a far-less hopeful view of things. One day 
he was challenged this way: “You have an enchanted view of history, believing that everything will one day culminate in a won-
derful `kingdom’ of peace and love, but suppose we blow up the world in a nuclear war, what happens to your schema of 
things then?” 
 
His response to that question is a textbook definition of hope: “If we blow up the world it would be a great tragedy because it 
would set things back millions of years. But history will still one day culminate in a kingdom of peace and love, not because my 
theory says so, but because God promised it and in the resurrection has shown the power to bring this about, despite the 
things we do.” That’s hope, to be able to say: “It might take a million years or so longer, but it will happen because God prom-
ised it.” 
 
Hope is believing in the promise of God and believing that God has the power to fulfil that promise. 
 
What is that promise? God has promised that history (our private histories, our communal history, and cosmic history) will one 
day come together in an ecstatic oneness, a heaven, a paradise, a community of life around Christ and in God within which 
there will be no tears and no death. This will not be a community of life focused on “food and drink” but one that takes in very 
breath from love, justice, peace, friendship, affection, and shared delight in a common spirit, the Holy Spirit. 
 
And what power will bring this about? The power that God showed in the resurrection of Jesus, the power to bring a dead 
body back to life, to redeem what’s been lost, to write straight with crooked lines, and to bring people together, despite and 
beyond hatred, sin, selfishness, mistakes, tragedy, resistance, death, and all that will ever be seen on CNN.  
 
To live in hope is to live in the face of that promise and that power and, in that light, to 
fundamentally shape both our memories and our future. As regards memory, to hope is to 
look back on our lives and see no need to count the losses, underline the hurts, play the 
victim, or stew in bitterness because all our wounds and losses can be redeemed as part of 
a greater promise. The same holds true for our future. All our plans and schemes must re-
flect the wider plan of God and we, like Teilhard, should be prepared to live in great pa-
tience as we wait for the finished symphony. 
 
Mary, Jesus’ Mother, is the pre-eminent figure of this. She shows us hope: Not only did she 
believe the promise, she became pregnant with it, gestated it, gave it her own flesh, went 
through the pains of childbirth to give it reality, and then nursed a fragile new life into a 
powerful adulthood that saved the world. In that, she needs imitation, not admiration. 
Advent is the season for us to imitate Mary’s hope by, like her, gestating faith, God’s prom-
ise, into real flesh. 



Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Assistant Priest  Fr Norberto Ochoa 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Parish Secretary  Mrs Shilpi Samida  
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book   
Noreen O'Grady, Ginetta Fantini 
Kevin Haley, John Anderson, Doreen Howe,  
Brian O'Brien, Keith Swan, Ruby West 
Graeme Atkins, Mary Lees, Bridget Stone, Rosina 
Scavone, Eileen Nolan, Harold Dean, Dick Stew-
ard, Bob Forsberg, Lucy Knott, Adrian Hawtree, Achille Sorella, 
George Griffith, Zena Munday, Ida Davis, Thelma Forsyth, 
Filomena and Rocco Mangione, Elizio Bini, Mary Cox, Aileen 
Cracknell, Mary Downey, Alexander Ashby, Celistino Callegari, 
Judith Eaton, Kevin Harrington, Philip Di Nardo, Clytie Chaplain, 
,  
May they rest in peace 

 

21/22 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter n/a n/a Romilda Amorosa   TBA 

Lector Seena Sejan,  
Athie Willemsen,                     
Archana Chacko 

Andrew Pinelli,  
Sr Monica Shelverton 

Mauro Saracino,                             

Sr Monica Shelverton 

Gabrielle Hutchinson,  
Andrew  Hutchinson  

EMOC Jane McKeown, Peter Tierney TBA Anna Reussien,  David Shelverton, 
Maria Saracino 

TBA 

 

Saturday 
21st Dec 
8am : Sacred Heart Church  
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral  
 
Sunday 22nd Dec 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
 
Tuesday 24th Dec 
Christmas Eve 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
(Family Vigil Mass) 
8pm : Sacred Heart Church 
(Family Mass) 
Midnight Mass with Service of 
Carols beginning 11.15pm St 
Mary’s Cathedral 
 
Wednesday 25th Dec  
Christmas Day 
8.30am :  Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am  : St Mary’s Cathedral 
Please note there is NO evening 
Mass on Christmas Day 
 
Thursday 26th Dec 
St Stephen, first martyr 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
 
Friday 27th Dec 
St John, apostle, evangelist 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
 
Saturday 28th Dec 
The Holy Innocents, martyrs 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
 
Sunday 29th Dec 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph 
8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
 
 

 

Tuesday 31st Dec 
7th day in the Octave of the 
Nativity 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
 
 
Wednesday 1st Jan 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 

 

Thursday 2nd Jan 
Sts Basil the Great and Gregory 
Nazianzen 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
 

Friday 3rd Jan 
Christmas Time 
9am : Sacred Heart Church 
 

Saturday 4th Jan 
Christmas Time 
8am : Sacred Heart Church 
6pm : Vigil St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

Sunday 5th Jan 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
8.30am : Sacred Heart Church 
10.30am : St Mary’s Cathedral 
6pm : St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

Reconciliation :  
St Mary’s Cathedral : 5pm Sat-
urdays 
Sacred Heart Church : following 
8am Mass Saturdays 

Christmas/New Year Masses 

 

Please note our regular weekly events recom-
mence as per below. 
Jan 10: Fri 4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Benediction;   
Feb 16: Sun 9.45-10.15am : Children’s Catechesis 
(8-11yrs in school terms) and 12-15yrs commencing. 

Sr Monica reminds you : all 

through January : Sat 11am : 2nd 

Floor Cathedral Centre—Novena 

to Our Lady of Perpetual Help;   


