
AVE Cathedral Parish Apr 28, 2019   YR C/1   
Second Sunday of Easter 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets,  
Hobart;   Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.  
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you 
have seen me; happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia! 
Readings: Acts 5:12-16; Apoc 1:9-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 Next Week’s Readings : 
Acts 5:27-32, 40-41; Apoc 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 

St Faustina Kowalska – Apostle of Mercy 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,   
The whole magnificent epic of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection is about God’s 
mercy.  The loving kindness of God to-
wards His children is the great theme of 
all the Scriptures.  It is deeply infused 
into the history of the Chosen People in 
the Old Testament and comes to its full-
ness in the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus the Christ in the New Testament.  
In every age this amazing Divine Mercy, 
the power of God’s love for us, needs to 
be received anew, revered and shared. 
St Faustina Kowalska, from her hidden 
life in a  convent in Poland in the 1930’s 
proclaimed the amazing power of God’s 
mercy.  The Lord Jesus asked her to get a 
faithful priest  to “tell the whole world of 
My great mercy” and that especially on 
this day, the Feast of Divine Mercy, we 
should know that “whoever approaches 
the Fountain of Life on this day will be 
granted complete forgiveness of sins and 
punishment.”  Jesus told her that  
“Mankind will not have peace until it 
turns with trust to my Mercy.” (St Fausti-
na’s Diary #300) 
Jesus also said to Saint Faustina “My 
daughter, if I demand through you that 
people revere My mercy, you should be 
the first to distinguish yourself by this 
confidence in My mercy.  I demand from 
you deeds of mercy which are to arise 
out of love for Me.  You are to show mer-
cy to your neighbours always and every-
where.  You must not shrink from this or 
try to excuse or absolve yourself from it.  
I am giving you three ways of exercising 
mercy toward your neighbour:  the first – 
by deed, the second – by word, the third 
– by prayer.  In these three degrees is 
contained the fullness of mercy, and it is 
an unquestionable proof of love for Me.  
Yes the first Sunday after Easter is the 
Feast of Mercy, but there also must be 
acts of mercy, and I demand the worship 
of My mercy through the solemn celebra-
tion of the Feast and through the venera-

tion of the image which is painted.  By 
means of this image I shall give great 
graces to souls.  It is to be a reminder of 
the demands of My mercy because even 
the strongest faith is of no avail without 
works.” (St Faustina’s Diary #742) 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, at Mass today, 
you and I will find the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sins of the world, there 
before us.  The risen Lord Jesus, the 
Christ, will be inviting us to exercise the 
faith He has given us.  We can say with St 
Thomas “My Lord and my God”  but let 
us not forget that we will all be sent out 
from Mass as apostles of God’s mercy.   
We will go out with an inestimable, God-
given power to do His mercy, to speak 
His mercy and to invoke His mercy 
through prayer, for all those people we 
know who desperately need to receive 
the loving kindness of the Heart of our 
God.   
This is our privilege.  This is our calling.  
This is our life in Christ. 
 
Deacon Nick MacFarlane 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue-Thu :  9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill 
Sts, West Hobart  
Fri : 10.30am 
Reconciliation 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

Dear parishioners, please take note of 
the no parking signs and refrain from 
parking anywhere near the walls of 
the Cathedral or towards the steps of 
the Cathedral on the Harrington Street 
side.  Please also do not block the 
driveway leading around to St Mary’s 
College as it restricts movement of the 
priests.   
 
Thank you! 

An ecumenical prayer service was 

celebrated by Fr Shammi at Sacred 

Heart Church last Monday evening to 

pray for the victims, their families 

and the people of Sri Lanka, following 

the Easter Sunday terror attacks.  We 

continue to keep them in our prayers 

and give support to our local Sri 

Lankan community. 



Are you new to our parish?  
We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 

Name ………………………………………………………………….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………… 

Phone …………………………………………………………………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………. 

Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    

greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for 
morning teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book 
stall attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gar-
dening, organising special events/fundraising.    
Would you like to meet our clergy and staff? 

Just let us know and we’ll arrange a visit! 

Fr Chris Hope 2019 Presentation "Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies...." 10am - 12noon Monday 6th, 13th, 
20th & 27th May  The content will be about The Passion Story 
which is the first part of the Gospel narrative to be 
formed.   We will examine the accounts of the last days of Je-
sus  in the Gospels, noting their similarities and differences and 
how they came to be incorporated into the texts we have to-
day. The talks run over 4 weeks and will take place at 
Maryknoll Retreat Centre, 15 Home Ave Blackmans Bay.  For 
more information please contact Sr Margaret Henderson RSM 
on 0418 366 923.  A donation of $10 per session is recom-
mended. 

Fr Rob Galea is an assistant priest from the Sandhurst Diocese 
and is a world-renowned Catholic musician and speaker. He 
has a real passion for young people and is incredibly gifted in 
this ministry. 
The GRACEFEST nights are open to all young people under 35 
and will include times for music, a talk, prayer, food and fel-
lowship. GRACEFEST will be held at the following times and 
locations: 
Wednesday 8 May 5:30pm to 8pm: Emmanuel Centre, Laun-
ceston (123 Abbott St Newstead) 
Thursday 9 May 5:30pm to 8pm: St Mary's College, Hobart 
(entry from Brisbane St) 
Registration for both events is FREE and needs to be complet-
ed online. To register and for more information, visit the web-
site below: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gracefest-with-fr-rob-galea-
tickets-59416014900  

Cathedral Bookstall…. 

A reminder to visitors and parishioners that we have Sacra-

mental gifts as well as bibles, Missals, contemporary and 

classic writing, religious cards, rosaries and gifts in our book-

stall.  Please help contribute to the upkeep of our Parish Cen-

tre by your purchase from our bookstall.  With thanks. 

The next OVA Luncheon will be held at SVC Austins Ferry campus on Tuesday, 30th April, 2019, commencing 12.30pm. A 

two course meal plus drinks provided for $30. All Old Virgilians and friends welcome. Please notify your attendance to the Col-

lege: email: admin@stvirgils.tas.edu.au or 6249 6555. 

Caritas Australia would like to 
THANK YOU for supporting Project 
Compassion 2019. If you still have 
your Project Compassion box or set of envelopes at home, 
please bring them back next week or visit 
www.caritas.org.au to make your donation online. Through 
your generosity you are helping to empower communities 
with hope and helping those in great need shape a better 
future for themselves, their families and their communities.  
Lives change when we all give 100%. 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  #projectcompassion  

1800 024 413 



 

Gethsemane – A Place To Learn A Lesson                                                                                     by Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
There’s nothing wrong with wanting health, success, beauty, power, glamour, money, or fame. Of themselves, these are good 
and can, if used properly, help God’s glory shine through in ordinary life. But they can also be dangerous and can just as easily 
corrupt, inflate, and weaken rather than strengthen character. We want these things, but they aren’t always good for us. 
Ironically, the reverse is also true: We don’t want failure, humiliation, sickness, powerlessness, poverty, or inferiority of any 
kind. Yet these, more than success and glamour, are what produce character and depth inside us. We see this, for instance, in 
a family who has a handicapped member. It’s this person who gives the family character and depth. The son or daughter who’s 
the professional athlete or the wonderfully beautiful fashion-model bring glory to the family, but not necessarily character. 
Character comes from something else. 
If we examine ourselves with courage and honesty, we will see that almost all the things that have made us deep and given us 
character are the very things we’re often ashamed of: a plain body that won’t let us stand out in a crowd; a quirky family 
whose habits can only be understood from the inside; a frustrating job where our real talents can never emerge because we 
don’t have the right education or the right opportunities; a troubled history within which there have been too many instances 
where we were the dumb one, the weak one, the sick one, the excluded one, the fat one, the slow one, the one chosen last 
when sides were drawn up, the one without a date on a Friday night, and the one who got beaten up on the playground. Be-
yond that, we’ve also been forever the frustrated one, the one who, despite the burning ache for greatness, has never and will 
never create the masterpiece, write the symphony, or dance on a world stage. 
But character and depth aren’t given for scoring goals in the World Cup, for winning Oscars in Hollywood, or for being so suc-
cessful or beautiful that you become an icon for an adoring public. Character and depth are given for coping with powerless-
ness, inferiority, and humiliation, that is, for finding that deeper place inside of you where you can make a happy peace with 
the fact that your mother is too fat, that your father never blessed you, that you were abused, that the school bully humiliated 
you in front of your friends, that you were always the outsider, and that even today you live a life of quiet desperation wherein 
sickness, addictions, dark family history, loneliness, and inadequacies of every kind are barely kept at bay. 
When Jesus walks into the garden of Gethsemane, he asks his disciples “to watch”. They’re meant to learn a lesson there, to 
see something illustrated. But, as Luke tells us, they missed the lesson because they fell asleep “out of sheer sorrow”, were 
blinded by simple depression, and were unable precisely to stare humiliation in the eye. That’s why on the morning of the res-
urrection, when Jesus meets two disciples walking away from Jerusalem (the church, the faith, and the place of humiliation) 
towards Emmaus (a Roman Spa, a place of human consolation) he has to point out to them the necessary connection between 
humiliation and depth: “Wasn’t it necessary that the Christ should have to suffer in this way so as to enter into his glory?” 
What they’d missed seeing in the Garden, missed seeing Jesus struggling with and eventually accepting, was precisely the in-
nate link between the experience of humiliation and the resurrection of character. Resurrections come after crucifixions, East-
er Sundays after dark Fridays, and depth of soul after the kind of pain that one is ashamed of. 
However, just like power and success, failure and humiliation are also dangerous. Power can corrupt, but so can powerless-
ness. Many are the acts of violence that issue forth when people feel powerless and humiliated. Sometimes failure and frustra-
tion build character, but sometimes they build monsters and murderers. Feelings of inferiority drive us into the deeper parts of 
our souls, but demons, not just angels, lurk in those depths. That’s why Gethsemane is drama without a pre- written ending. 
Not everyone will handle things like Jesus did. The feeling of humiliation can make or break us, pushing us either into greatness 
or perversity.  In Jesus’ case, it pushed him into greatness. How he handled his humiliation was perhaps his greatest gift to us 
and his deepest revelation of wisdom. By accepting humiliation and powerlessness (without resentment, but as a gift that can 
be used to give something deeper back to the community) he taught us one of the deep secrets inside the very DNA of love 
itself, namely, that only when the private ego is crucified do real love, community, and character emerge. 

In Times Past … 

In August 1942 Archbishop Simonds made an interesting announcement: ‘The measures of food 

rationing and restriction which the Government has found it necessary to impose during the war 

are making it increasingly difficult for Catholics to obtain suitable abstinence foods on Friday.’ 

Ironically, wartime food shortages thus provided an early crack in the old rigid system of culinary 

compulsion that survives in popular memory as ‘fish on Fridays’. In response to these circum-

stances, ‘His Grace the Archbishop of Hobart grants to the Catholics of the Archdiocese a dispen-

sation from the law of abstinence on Fridays for the duration of the war.’ It is one of those many 

moments in the Church’s history where it had to respond to the needs of the times. 

But at least the change helped the Catholics of Tasmania focus on the essentials. In follow-up commentary, the Standard ex-

plained that such a dispensation as given by the Archbishop ‘reminds us of an important distinction between the immutable 

law of God, and the laws made by the Church by way of discipline, and according to circumstances, for the good of the faith-

ful.’ This explainer also added that ‘a Church law can be altered or removed or relaxed by the power that made it.’ In other 

words, certain Church practices and regulations could change. But as the whole explanatory messaging suggests, some Catho-

lics seemed to need extra convincing that the Church was allowed to adapt to the times.                                   Dr Nick Brodie 



Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Priest in Residence  Fr Norberto Ochoa 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book  Archibald Lawler, 
Kate Scott, Marcella Saunders, Martha Krakowiak, 
Amelia Shelverton, Linden Lowe, Jago Dzelalija, 
John Rose, Ernest Boughton, Barry Fisher, Lila Robertson, 
Molly McKeown, John O'Kane, Ethel Boon, Lesley Mulcahy, 
Maria Lindo, Guiseppe Mione, Cecilia Lawrence Martyn, 
Florence Cook, Beatrice Jarrett, Michael Donnelly, Lloyd 
Abeysinghe, John Langdon, Helen Fletcher, Holly Reeve, 
Michaela Bryson, Veronica Midgley, Ivan Mikan, Fr. Denis 
Quinn, Claude Fleming, Teresa Pocock, Patrice Williams 
 
May they rest in peace. 

 

27/28 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Romilda Amorosa TBA 

Lector Fred Tojino 
Amchana Charko 
Merin Charko 

Sr Monica Shelverton,  
Andrew Pinelli 

Noelle Harradine, Julianna Smith  Andrew  Hutchinson, Gabrielle 
Hutchinson  

EMOC Sue & Paul Killworth  TBA David Shelverton,  Maria Saracino, 
Anna Reussien  

TBA 

Reminder : Regular Weekly Events 
Wed 6-7pm : Cathedral—Hobart Haven (youth plus all 
welcome); Fri 4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Benediction;   Sat 11am : 2nd 
Floor Cathedral Centre—Novena to Our Lady of Perpetu-
al Help 

Please note there is now a nappy disposal unit in the disa-
bled toilet in the Cathedral Centre.  Please 
do not dispose of nappies in any other man-
ner in our toilets as it has been causing hy-
giene issues.   Thank you. 

The Sacred Heart College Old Scholars Associa-
tion are holding their Annual Reunion on Sun-
day 5th May at the Riverfront Motel, Rosetta. 
A two course luncheon at 1pm.  Cost $17.00. 
Bookings to Kathryn Darvell on 62283975 by 29th April. 

 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY MACKILLOP  
25TH ANNIVERSARY NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE  
The Sisters of St Joseph invite you to join the 25th anniver-
sary National Pilgrimage, giving you the opportunity to 
journey to places in Australia made holy by St Mary MacKil-
lop. The Pilgrimage commences in Melbourne 22 October, 
visiting Penola, Adelaide and other significant places, and 
concludes in Sydney 2 November 2019. The Cost is $3,575 
– $4,390 (twin share) depending on capital city of depar-
ture (Australia or New Zealand). Single supplement for all 
areas $685 pp. For a brochure, application form or further 
information please email national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au 
or call Sr Therese Leydon rsj on 0417 683 123, or Sr Annie 
Bond rsj on 02 8912 4818.  

Please ensure your children are supervised during morn-
ing tea and other events in the Cathedral Centre.  We 
recently had a close call with 
children playing with the lift 
and have had a few expen-
sive breakages of equipment 
courtesy of some curious 
little fingers.  Thank you. 

Catholic bishops’ federal election statement. The bishops call for 

respect in public debate, share Catholic social teaching and de-

tail some key issues to reflect on before you vote. “Politics in 

service of peace: a statement by the Catholic bishops of Aus-

tralia for the 2019 federal election” can be found at 

www.catholic.org.au  


