
AVE Cathedral Parish Apr 7, 2019   YR C/1   
5th Sunday in Lent 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets, Hobart;   
Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.  
Gospel Acclamation:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
With all your heart turn to me, for I am tender and compassionate. Praise to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  Readings: Is 43:16-21;  Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11 
Next Week’s Readings : Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 

"A witness to the Gospel is one who has encountered Jesus 
Christ, who knows him or better, who feels known by him, 
recognised, respected, loved, forgiven, deeply touched by him 
- given life a new meaning."  (Pope Francis.)  In our ordinary 
every day lives we can experience many changes, most not 
recognized, as we move from moment to moment.  Then 
there can occur greater changes in our lives that bring grief or 
joy, comfort or worry, pleasure or disappointment, new life or 
death.  The list is endless.  Change is a process of  acknowl-
edgement and letting go. which helps us to refocus, restore 
and transform our lives depending on one's state of mind and 
the spirit of acceptance.  Moving house/home for instance can 
be traumatic as some of you may have known.  The upheaval 
and activity can be stressful - a bitter/sweet experience of 
letting go is never easy but newness of life brings acceptance 
and additional opportunities of grace and growth.  Our path of 
life is not always easy, unless we endeavour to pattern our 
lives on the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ.   "The whole of 
Christ's life was a continual teaching, his silences, his miracles, 
his gestures, his prayer, his love for people, his special affec-
tion for the little and the poor, his acceptance of the total sac-
rifice on the Cross for the redemption of the world, and his 
Resurrection are the actualisation of his word and the fulfill-
ment of Revelation."  (St Pope John Paul 11)  
 
St. Paul's letter to his friends in Philippi is an amazing affirma-
tion  of his total surrender to God in and through Christ.  "I 
believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme 
advantage of knowing Christ my Lord.  For him I have accepted 
the loss of everything, and I look on everything as so much 
rubbish if only I can have Christ and be given a place in 
him."  All that is required of us is to keep our focus on Jesus 
and pattern our life on him.  Jesus often went up the Mount of 

Olives to pray then return to the Temple to teach the crowd 
that longed to hear his words of wisdom.  The Scribes and 
Pharisees brought an adulter-
ous woman to stand before 
Jesus.  She had sinned and 
The Law condemned her to be 
stoned to death.  I feel that as 
the woman was standing be-
fore Jesus frightened of what 
could happen to her, Jesus 
knew too that his enemies 
were trying to catch him 
out.  Jesus silently surveyed 
the scene which surrounded 
him.  Onlookers jeering, family and friends and enemies calling 
out either begging for mercy or condemning her; her dignity 
as a woman was in tatters.  Then the loving, tender, merciful 
and compassionate Jesus humbly bent down to the ground 
lower than the woman, restoring some sense of her lost digni-
ty .  Writing in the dust of the earth with his finger, suddenly 
those who would condemn the woman began to slink away 
from the group one by one until only Jesus remained with the 
woman. 
 
"Go your way and from now on sin no more."  This was a qui-
et, respectful but firm invitation from Jesus inviting the wom-
an to open her heart to the healing grace he was offering 
her.  We can experience God's mercy not just for ourselves but 
for others as we pray that the transformation and grace 
offered is for all.  The fruit of forgiveness is freedom to love 
others as God loves us. Go in peace.  
Sr. Monica Shelverton  PBVM  

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am 
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue/Wed/Thu :  9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill 
Sts, West Hobart  
Fri : 10.30am 
Reconciliation 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

Stations of the 
Cross will be 
held at 6.30pm 
at Sacred 
Heart Church 
on April 12 and 10am on April 19. 

Dear parishioners, please note the earlier times for some events in Holy Week 
Palm Sunday Vigil : 6.00pm Sat April 13  St Mary’s Cathedral 
Palm Sunday Mass : 8.30am Sun April 14  Sacred Heart Church 
Palm Sunday:     10:15am         Sun April 14            St. Mary’s Cathedral   
Chrism Mass:      7:00pm           Tues April 16          St. Mary’s Cathedral   
Sacred Paschal Triduum 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper:    7:00pm     Thurs April 18       St. Mary’s Cathedral   
Stations of the Cross:              10:00 am   Fri April 19            Sacred Heart Church  
Passion of the Lord:                 3:00pm     Fri April 19             St. Mary’s Cathedral   
Easter Vigil:                                7:00pm     Sat April 20            St. Mary’s Cathedral   
Mass of the Resurrection:       8:30 am    Sun April 21           Sacred Heart Church 
Mass of the Resurrection:       10:30am   Sun April 21           St Mary’s Cathedral   
 
Please note there are NO 7.30am Masses at the Cathedral or 9am Masses at Sacred 
Heart Church in Holy Week.  There is no Lawrenny Court Mass on  Good Friday  - it 
resumes Friday 26th April. 



Fr Chris Hope 2019 Presentation "Unless a grain of wheat fall into the earth and dies...." 10am - 12noon Monday 6th, 13th, 
20th & 27th May  The content will be about The Passion Story which is the first part of the Gospel narrative to be 
formed.   We will examine the accounts of the last days of Jesus  in the Gospels, noting their similarities and differences and 
how they came to be incorporated into the texts we have today. The talks run over 4 weeks and will take place at Maryknoll 
Retreat Centre, 15 Home Ave Blackmans Bay.  For more information please contact Sr Margaret Henderson RSM on 0418 366 
923.  A donation of $10 per session is recommended. 

Dear parishioners, 
Thank you to all who attended the Pas-
sion Play last Friday evening in the Ca-
thedral.  We are particularly grateful to 
Craig Deayton, Principal of GYC and to 
Matthew Stolp, Drama teacher, helpers 
and all the students who gave their time 
for the performance.  We also thank 
students of St Mary’s College for sup-
porting the play and giving up their time 
in rehearsals.   

Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! by Ron Rolheiser OMI  
That formula, expressed in various ways, lies at the centre of what we believe about Jesus. What is meant by it? How does his 
sacrificial giving of himself take away our sins? How can one person take sin out of the world? In trying to answer that, we 
should be careful not to fall into a common misunderstanding. Because of certain biblical and doctrinal ways of expressing this, 
the impression can be given that Jesus’ suffering and death took away the sins of the world by somehow paying off a debt to 
God, namely, that God took Jesus’ suffering as compensation for our sin – implying that God had lived in anger since Adam’s 
sin, waiting for someone to adequately pay the debt before that sin could be forgiven. The images and metaphors used to ex-
press Jesus’ expiation for sin can, if taken literally, give that impression, but that is not what they mean. What do they mean? 
There is a rich background to this concept: Many pre-Christian cultures had rituals involving a scapegoat. It was not enacted 
the same way in every place, but in essence it went something like this: At regular intervals, a community would try to purge 
itself of the evils that were besetting it (divisions, rivalries, jealousies, violence, warfare, theft, anger, murder, and the like) by a 
ritual designed to take these things out of the community. The ritual went like this: They would take a goat and would, through 
some symbol (which often included draping the goat in purple and putting a crown of thorns on its head), figuratively load on 
its back all that they felt was wrong inside of their community. The goat was then driven out into the desert to die. The idea 
was that the goat was taking the sin of the community away with it. Curiously, this generally had a certain effectiveness. For a 
time afterward, there would more be unity within the group. 
Of course no real transformation took place. Nothing really changed. Jealousies and anger remained as before, even if for a 
time people were able to live together more harmoniously. A goat, driven into the desert to die, does not take sin out of a 
community. How then does Jesus, as the lamb slain, take sin out of a community? Jesus, as the lamb of God, does not take 
away the sin of the world by somehow carrying it off so that it is no longer present inside of the community. He takes it away 
by transforming it, by changing it, by taking it inside of himself and transmuting it. We see examples of this throughout his en-
tire life, although it is most manifest in the love and forgiveness he shows at the time of his death. In simple language, Jesus 
took away the sin of the community by taking in hatred and giving back love; by taking in anger and giving out graciousness; by 
taking in envy and giving back blessing; by taking in bitterness and giving out warmth; by taking in pettiness and giving back 
compassion; by taking in chaos and giving back peace; and by taking in sin and giving back forgiveness. 
This is not an easy thing to do. What comes naturally is to give back in kind: hatred for hatred, anger for anger, coldness for 
coldness, revenge for hurt. Someone hits us so we hit back. But then sin stays inside of the community and no amount of 
scapegoating, ritualized in liturgy or otherwise, is of any real value in changing things because we are not transforming any-
thing but are simply acting as conduits, passing on the identical energy that is pressed on to us. Jesus did otherwise. He did not 
simply pass on what was done to him. Rather he took it in, held it, carried it, transformed it, 
and eventually gave it back as something else. This is what constitutes the sacrificial part of 
his love, namely, the excruciating pain (ex cruce, from the cross) that he had to undergo in 
order to take in hatred and give back love. But that is the only way that sin can ever leave a 
community, someone has to take it in, hold it, carry it, and, through a certain excruciating 
sacrifice of self, transform it into something else. For this reason Christianity, among all the 
religions and philosophies of the world, is the only one that worships the scapegoat. 
Moreover this dynamic is not just something we are asked to admire in Jesus.  
 
The incarnation is meant to be ongoing. We are asked to continue to give flesh to God, to continue to do what Jesus did. Thus 
our task too is to help take away the sin of the world. We do this whenever we take in hatred, anger, envy, pettiness, and bitter-
ness, hold them, transmute them, and eventually give them back as love, graciousness, blessing, compassion, warmth, and for-
giveness. 

It covered almost 10 months and culminated in a flurry of late submissions, but 
the Listening and Dialogue phase of the Plenary Council has yielded a remarkable 
foundation from which the people of God can move forward. 
Late last week, the National Centre for Pastoral Research (NCPR) completed the 
statistical analysis and reported that more than 17,500 submissions had been 
lodged -- thousands of which represented groups. In all, more than 222,000 people 
either made an individual submission or participated in a group discussion that 
culminated in a submission. Reports will be published on each of the themes and 
allow ongoing involvement for the large numbers of people who participated dur-
ing the Listening and Dialogue phase. More information at https://
mediablog.catholic.org.au/plenary-council-is-listening-to-222000-voices/ 



In Times Past … 

 
An article in the Standard in 1923 addressed the troubling question 
of Lenten recreation. “What amusements shall be permitted?” it 
asked. This issue was topical because the world was changing, and 
opportunities for recreation proliferating. Fearful of such shifting 
times, some Catholics held reactionary views and came to believe 
that Catholicism itself was in existential danger. Such ideas have 
existed for a long time, evidenced well before blame was appor-
tioned to subsequent changes to Church life, structure, and liturgy. 
This 1923 article addressing the question of fun in Lent proves as 
much. 
“The ideas of Lent held by our young folk differ very much from 
those held by their fathers” the writer claimed. A big part of this 
concerned their everyday entertainment as it then was. “Formerly, 
the theatrical managed feared Lent”, the author asserted, and had 
to put on lots of Irish shows to encourage the Catholics along 
through the drawcard of nationalism.  
By 1923 the consensus appeared to be that going to a play was 
hardly a “mortal sin”, but it is not as if it ever was. Bewailing the 
good old days of religion past is a longstanding complaint of all reli-
gions, Catholicism included. Fortunately, this writer was not entirely 
unsympathetic to the new ways of modern days. “There is no need 
to keep the piano closed,” they said, “no need to make the Lenten 
time so gloomy that that the young people will learn to abhor the 
holy season.” Which was just as well really, because a closer look at 
the cover of the Standard over this and the coming several months 
shows that advertisements for pianos had pride of place on the 
Catholic newspaper’s front cover, right below the line declaring 
itself the ‘Official Organ of the Archdiocese of Hobart’. 
Dr Nick Brodie 

 

Faces of the Parish    
 
 
I'm Chris Wroblewski, mar-
ried to Efigenia since 1985, 
and we have lived in Lenah 
Valley for around 11 years.  I 
am a retired industrial 
chemist and worked mostly 
in outback mining locations, 
the main one being Roxby 
Downs in South Australia for 
18 years.  We first came to 
Hobart in 1996, and loved 
the place, particularly the cool climate and Mt Welling-
ton, and Tasmania became our regular holiday destina-
tion. 
 
I act as the music director at the Cathedral's Saturday 
Vigil Mass and I also sing with the choir at Sacred Heart 
on Sunday.  I have been involved with liturgical music 
for most of my adult life and am quite comfortable with 
anything from folk to chant.  However, as anyone who 
has heard me singing will attest, I have more enthusi-
asm than talent, but fortunately I am surrounded by 
talented musicians and singers to make it work! 
 
Hobbies include walking (there are so many scenic and 
pleasant places in Hobart) and TV (sci fi and English po-
lice dramas in particular).   And although it sounds 
strange to call it a hobby, I enjoy liturgical music so 
much that I assist in preparing all the booklets for the 
major liturgical events in the parish. 
 
I am a terrible handyman - nothing is better after I've 
tried to fix it! 

Are you new to our parish?  
We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 

Name ………………………………………………………………….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………… 

Phone …………………………………………………………………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………. 

Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    

greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for 
morning teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book 
stall attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gar-
dening, organising special events/fundraising.    
Would you like to meet our clergy and staff? 

Just let us know and we’ll arrange a visit! 



Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Priest in Residence  Fr Norberto Ochoa 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book  Marian O'Rourke, 
Vida Legro, Enid Miller, Fr. Joseph Howe, Sr. Anne 
Wilkinson-Thompson, Cecilia Waters, Roy McVilly, 
Honorah Ryan, Francis Fitzpatrick, Fr. Gerard Kelly, Julian 
Browning, Gerald Collins, Harold Thornhill, Marie Webster, 
Muriel Clark, Ellen McGlone, Edwin Matuszek, Mirko 
Franov, Kevin Andrews, Paul Falconer, Francis O'Neill, Ste-
phen Gallagher, Veronica Burke, Sarah Cooper 
 
 
May they rest in peace. 

 

6/7 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Maria Respondek   TBA 

Lector Fred Tojino 
Elizabeth Longo 
Peter Tierney 

Colleen Stanford, Lorraine Dooley Peter Chedid, Zelia Matuszek  Andrew Hutchinson, Gabrielle 
Hutchinson  

EMOC Carol & Colin Brown TBA Michael Midson, Angela Ritar, Anna 
Reussien 

TBA 

Fr Rob Galea is an assistant priest from the 
Sandhurst Diocese and is a world-renowned 
Catholic musician and speaker. He has a real 
passion for young people and is incredibly 
gifted in this ministry. 
The GRACEFEST nights are open to all young 
people under 35 and will include times for 
music, a talk, prayer, food and fellowship. 
GRACEFEST will be held at the following times 
and locations: 
Wednesday 8 May 5:30pm to 8pm: Emmanuel 
Centre, Launceston (123 Abbott St Newstead) 
Thursday 9 May 5:30pm to 8pm: St Mary's 
College, Hobart (entry from Brisbane St) 
Registration for both events is FREE and needs 
to be completed online. To register and for 
more information, visit the website below: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gracefest-
with-fr-rob-galea-tickets-59416014900  

Salma was just 18 years old, pregnant and fearful for her life and that of her unborn child, 
when she featured in Project Compassion 2013. In Bangladesh, maternal and infant mortality 
rates are tragically high. During her first pregnancy, Salma was very 
sick and in distress, she sought the help of a midwife trained by 
Caritas’ Safe Motherhood Program. Six years on, she’s now a healthy 

mother of two strong, happy children. Salma is committed to giving her children the education they 
need to provide them with the future she hoped for.  
Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help reduce infant mortality rates in countries like Bang-
ladesh and provide hope to pregnant women in remote communities for happy and healthy families.  
Lives change when we all give 100%. You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

Reminder : Regular Weekly Events 
Wed 6-7pm : Cathedral—Hobart Haven (youth plus all welcome); Fri 
4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Ben-

ediction;   Sat 11am : 2nd Floor Cathedral Centre—Novena to Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Please note there is now a nappy disposal unit in the disabled 
toilet in the Cathedral Centre.  Please do not dispose of nap-
pies in any other manner in our toilets as it has been causing 
hygiene issues.   Thank you. 

CHARISMATIC PRAYER NIGHT: Wed. April 10th 7.30 pm-9pm 
A warm invitation is extended to all to our Charismatic Prayer night on Wed. 
April 10th at St. Joseph’s Church (side chapel) Cnr Macquarie/Harrington Sts. 
Hobart.  Evening commences  with songs of Praise and Worship followed by a 
talk by Fr. Peter Addicoat on the theme of “The Beatitudes”. Supper to fol-
low. Enquiries: Judi Richardson 0409780827/Di van Tienen 0447350379 

The Sacred Heart College Old Scholars Association are holding their 
Annual Reunion on Sunday 5th May at the Riverfront Mo-
tel, Rosetta. 
A two course luncheon at 1pm.  Cost $17.00. Bookings to 
Kathryn 
Darvell on 62283975 by 29th April. 


