
AVE Cathedral Parish July 14, 2019   YR C/1   
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St Mary’s Cathedral—Cnr Harrington & Patrick Streets,  
Hobart;   Sacred Heart Church—Cross St, New Town; 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;  
you have the words of everlasting life. Alleluia! 
Readings:  Deut 30:10-14; Col; 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37 

We have been listening to the parable of Good Samaritan 
since our childhood and learned about it in our Sunday 
schools. But truly who are these Samaritans and why did the 
Jews hate them so much? Why was there  so much animosity 
and hostility between them? If we find answers to these ques-
tions, I think, the parable of the Good Samaritan would make 
much more sense to us. When we search through the history 
of Israel, we come across the fact that the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel was invaded in 721 BC by the powerful Assyrian Em-
pire, the super power of that time. After the invasion, the king 
of Assyria did an interesting thing. He removed the people of 
Israel, i.e. the locals, the people of the land and then brought 
in some people from his country, around 30,000 Assyrians and 
settled them in Samaria. After sometime the new settlers 
came to be known as Samaritans. They worshipped both the 
God of the land, the God of the Israelites and their own gods 
from the countries from which they came. Due to this histori-
cal incident and Israelites being a Monotheistic people, a peo-
ple of One God, they hated Samaritans who were polytheistic 
and could not stand the sight of them. 

With this background, let us try to reflect on the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. In the Ancient world, a person’s national-
ity, ethnicity is identified by a person’s dress code and accent. 
The robbers have stripped their victim and have left him half 
dead. Now, no one can identify this victim’s ethnicity by his 
garments or his accent. So, helping such a person carries a 
risk. One of the interesting things in this parable is that those 
who did not stop to help him, the priest and the scribe, did so 
for certain ideological and religious reasons. The priest did not 
stop because he feared that the man was dead and being a 
priest, if he touched a dead body he would be ritually unclean 
and thereby unable to offer sacrifices in the Temple. The 
scribe had similar reasons. This is the danger of obsession over 
ritualistic religion. Sometimes, in the name of religion and 
ritual, charity is overlooked, neglected and compromised. At 
times we even go to the extent of justifying not being charita-
ble for religious and ritualistic reasons. 

Then comes the Samaritan, the foreigner, the most hated per-
son in Isarel. But this hated enemy is the first to feel and show 
compassion! The Greek word the evangelist Luke uses is relat-
ed to womb which describes what he felt in his guts, as he felt 

for this half-dead man deep inside his being. Sometimes we 
too feel for others deep within but those feelings fade away as 
mere feelings and never get transformed into compassionate 
actions. Saint Thomas Aquinas says that mercy helps us hear 
and see sufferings of others, and justice calls for us to do 
something. The Good Samaritan doesn’t stop there. He offers 
first aid: wine, oil, and bandages. In doing so he takes a risk. 
Samaritan wine and oil were considered impure in the eyes of 
Israelites. The Samaritan’s risk is that this victim might hate 
him upon re-gaining consciousness. How far do we take risk in 
helping others?  How far we are ready to go that extra mile? 
Do we like to help people only if it is within our comfort zone, 
and only if it brings me glory or good name?  

Finally, the Samaritan promises 
to return and pay any addition-
al expenses. It is as if, in our 
modern day metaphor, a per-
son produces a Visa Gold Mas-
ter card to pay the hospital 
expenses of a stranger who has 
no medical insurance. How 
does it sound? This is perhaps the most foolish part of this 
story. During the time of Jesus, if the victim should die, his 
family, who will not be able to find the robbers, had the right 
to kill his benefactor instead on the grounds of suspicion for 
murder. Dear friends, this is the foolishness of the Cross and 
the wisdom of God that St. Paul speaks about that calls us to 
follow the radical discipleship of Christ. 

So ‘who is my neighbour?’ The answer is, ‘the person in need’; 
‘the person wounded in whatever way – physically, psycholog-
ically, economically, and socially.’ This could involve breaking 
down the barriers of religion, ethnicity and petty man-made 
divisions which separate us from each other. We call ourselves 
‘Catholics’, which originally in Greek means “universal.” We 
will be able to look at others universally only if we look at 
them in the eyes of the Samaritan. Our Lord says today to 
each one of us: ‘show mercy without borders’; ‘be a neigh-
bour to all’ and finally ‘Do this and you will live.’                 

Fr Shammi Perera 

Weekly Mass Times  
St Mary’s Cathedral 
Tue-Fri : 7.30am  
Sat : 6pm Mass 
Sun : 10.30am & 6.00pm Masses 
Sacred Heart Church 
Tue-Thu :  9am 
Sat : 8.00am  Mass 
Sun : 8.30am  Mass 
Lawrenny Court Cnr Arthur and Hill 
Sts, West Hobart  
Fri : 10.30am 
Reconciliation 
Sacred Heart Church : Sat following 
8.00am Mass  
St Mary’s Cathedral: Sat 5-5.30pm  

Liz is on leave this week.  The office will be open until 
early afternoon each day thanks to some kind volunteers.  
Please keep any non-urgent matters until after July 22.  
With thanks. 

Please see page 3 of AVE for details of the Solemn Ordination to Priesthood of  
Rev Fr Benjamin Francis Brooks this Friday evening in the Cathedral.     Thank you. 



The Australian Catholic Youth Festival is a gathering of young people who come together to cele-
brate the joy and beauty of the Catholic faith in a setting that is vibrant and engaging. If you want 
to know more about the ACYF, visit the festival website and check out the promo video:  
www.acyf.org.au   The “Hobart-Perth Pilgrimage” is open to all young people from year 9 to 30 years 
of age and will be held from 6-11 December. All students will need to register through their Catholic 
Colleges, whilst young adults between the ages of 18-30 can register at the website : 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/acyf-hobart-to-perth-pilgrimage-registration-62123542187  For more information on the 
pilgrimage, please see the registration page or the flyer in the foyer.  I hope that many of you can join us for what will be an 
awesome event!  Thanks and God bless,  Tomasz Juszczak   Director | Office of Youth Evangelisation 

Can you help me?  I am looking for more people to participate 
in the Faces of the Parish column.  It is simply a way for your 
fellow parishioners to get to know you and to engender a com-
munity feel. 
If you’d like to help please contact Liz or simply drop me a line 
with the following info in about 250 words with a photo (can be 
sent via SMS to 0408778152). 
Which suburb do you live in and which is the main Mass you 
attend?  How long have you lived in Hobart?  The names of your 
immediate family and your background, place of 
origin and occupation.  What are your hobbies and 
are you in any ministries or charities.  Any funny 
stories you’d like to share and any other infor-
mation you are happy to share is appreciated!       
Thanks...Liz 

New Eucharistic minister and lector rosters are at the back of 
both Churches and have been emailed.  The rosters are to take 
effect from July 28.  This time, to assist our lectors to proclaim 
our faith with greater confidence and to ensure they are heard 
and understood, it will be necessary to participate in some 
training.  A selection of times will be made availa-
ble in due course.   
With thanks. 

The Verbum Domini Institute is offering two bible studies: An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophets: This eight session 
bible study will guide you through the great prophetic literature of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, 
Amos, and the other prophets. When: Wednesdays 10.30am-12.30pm, 17th & 31st July, 14th August, 11th & 
25th Sept., 16th & 30th Oct., 13th Nov.   A Study of the Gospel of St. Matthew: Reading the Old Testament in 
the New. This bible study will help you discover the riches of the Gospel of St. Matthew by plumbing the 
depths of its Old Testament background. When: Thursdays 6.30- 8.30pm, 25th July, 8th & 22nd August.  Cost: 
$20 per course for study guide. Where: Murphy Room, Diocesan Centre, 35 Tower Rd, New Town. Register: 
6208-6236. 

We’re excited to begin “Inspiring Faith” a Children’s Catechesis on Sunday mornings for children aged 
8-11 years at the Cathedral Parish Centre (Level 1) on Sunday 28th July. Children will explore the mys-
teries of the Trinity and Jesus Christ, and will come to understand the dignity and powers God bestows 
on each Christian. Children will discover how following the example of Christ develops a moral con-
science and a sense of community in God’s family, the Church, with Mary and the saints. Time: 9.45-
10.15am during school terms. A great opportunity for your child to go deeper in his or her Catholic 
faith! Register by Sunday 21st July with Jo MacFarlane 0407 876 913 or macfar-
lane3jo@gmail.com         Cost: $25 for children’s workbook  
As of Sunday 28th July, the parish children are invited to participate in the following: 
Children 0 – 4 stay with parents;   
Children 5 – 7 Children’s Liturgy during Mass;    Children 8 – 11 Catechesis before Mass (as per above) 

To get FORMED, a Fabulous, Free, Feast of Faith-Filled 
Catholic Content through our parish subscription for St 
Mary's Cathedral and Sacred Heart parishioners go to:-   
stmaryscathedralhobart.formed.org then click on "register 
now" and follow the prompts for your own access to all 
FORMED content on demand.  SMS Deacon Nick on 
0418242010 if you have any issues. 
If any parishioner has a personal FORMED account, you 
might consider cancelling it, using the parish one and do-
nating what you save towards the parish account.  

Reminder : Regular Weekly Events 
Wed 6-7pm : Cathedral—Hobart Haven (youth plus all wel-
come); Fri 4.30-5.30pm : Cathedral—Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Benediction (not on 19/7);   Sat 11am : 2nd Floor 
Cathedral Centre—Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 



 
We welcome you to St Mary’s Cathedral Parish!   
To help you become involved in our parish life and any of the 
various ministries of the parish, please return this slip to the 
Cathedral Office or place it on the collection plate at any Mass.   
We will then be in touch…..with thanks. 

Name ………………………………………………………………….. 

Email …………………………………………………………………… 

Phone …………………………………………………………………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………. 

Ministries you may be interested in:  (please circle)    
greeters, lectors, choir members, musicians, flower arrangers, 
childrens’ liturgy, youth ministry, cleaners, setting up for 
morning teas, sewing, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers, book 
stall attendant after Mass, office help, handyman work, gar-
dening, organising special events/fundraising.    
 

 The Eucharist as a call to Justice by Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 
When the famous historian Christopher Dawson decided to become a 
Roman Catholic, his aristocratic mother was distressed, not because she 
had any aversion to Catholic dogma, but because now her son would, in 
her words, have to “worship with the help”. She was painfully aware that, 
in church at least, his aristocratic background would no longer set him 
apart from others or above anyone. At church he would be just an equal 
among equals because the Eucharist would strip him of his higher social 
status. 
She intuited correctly. The Eucha-
rist, among other things, calls us to 
justice, to disregard the distinction 
between rich and poor, noble and 
peasant, aristocrat and servant, 
both around the Eucharist table 
itself and afterwards outside of the 
church. The Eucharist fulfills what 
Mary prophesized when she was 
pregnant with Jesus, namely, that, in Jesus, the mighty would be brought 
down and the lowly would be raised up. Sadly, we often don’t take this 
dimension of the Eucharist seriously. There is a common tendency to think 
that the practice of justice, especially social justice, is an optional part of 
being a Christian, something mandated by political correctness rather 
than by the gospels. Generally we don’t see the call to actively reach out 
to the poor as something from which we cannot exempt ourselves. 
But we are wrong in this. In the New Testament, every tenth line is a di-
rect challenge to reach out to the poor. In Luke’s gospel, we find this in 
every sixth line. In the Epistle of James, this occurs in every fifth line. The 
challenge to reach out to the poor and to level the distinction between 
rich and poor is an integral and non-negotiable part of being a Christian, 
commanded as strongly as any of the commandments. 
First, by definition, the Eucharistic table is a table of social non-distinction, 
a place where the rich and the poor are called to be together beyond all 
class and status. At the Eucharist there are to be no rich and no poor, only 
one equal family praying together in a common humanity. In baptism we 
are all made equal and for that reason there are no separate worship ser-
vices for the rich and the poor. Moreover, St. Paul warns us strongly that 
when we gather for the Eucharist the rich should not receive preferential 
treatment. 
The Eucharist is not a private devotional prayer, but is rather a communal 
act of worship which, among other things, calls us to go forth and live out 
in the world what we celebrate inside of a church, namely, the non-
importance of social distinction, the special place that God gives to the 
tears and blood of the poor, and non-negotiable challenge from God to 
each of us to work at changing the conditions that cause tears and blood. 
The Eucharist calls us to love tenderly, but, just as strongly, it calls us to 
act in justice. 
 



Presbytery   99 Barrack St, Hobart 7000 
Administrator  Fr Shammi Perera 
Priest in Residence  Fr Norberto Ochoa 
Deacon   Nick MacFarlane 
Pastoral Associate  Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
Cathedral Office Manager Ms Liz Horne 
Office Hours   Mon—Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
Phone    6234 4463     
Email    cathedral@aohtas.org.au 
Website  www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

www.facebook.com/cathedralparishhobarttasmania 

(remember to ‘like/follow us’ to stay up to date!) 

From Our Anniversary Book  Agnes Dolan, Lillian 
Westbrook, Roy Oates, Joseph Imlach, Giuseppe 
Colavecchio, Michael O'Kane, Brendan Finucane, 
John Andrews, Margaret Nolan, Thomas Landers, Therese 
Ivory, Gordon Henry, George Ward, Annunziato Amorosa, 
John Burke, John Lynch, Terrence McKillop, Violet Hawkes, 
Lucille Kuchnicka, William Maurice , Alicia Tokarski, Cesira 
Paoli, Rita Boon, Fr. William Hall , John Crowe, Samuel 
Lynch, John Nedwell, Herbert Jones, Leslie Direen, Anne 
Conway, Martha Buckley, Phyllis Jaeger, Anastasia Drew, 
John Evan Asley, Dianne Burley, Gemma Vigolo, Celestina 
Di Felice, Kathleen Whittaker, Gina Colla, Stella Stafford, 
John & Mary Hanrahan, Mary Sheehan, Catherine Carroll, 
Bruno Giudici, Gina Vivarelli  
May they rest in peace. 

 

13/14 SHC : 8.30am Sun SMC : 6.00pm Sat SMC : 10.30am Sun SMC : 6pm Sun 

Greeter  TBA Maria Respondek   TBA 

Lector Michael Brown 
Debbie Brown 
Eva Dunn 

Lorraine Dooley, Colleen Stanford Patrick Yeung, Xavier Kumar  Marla Giacon, Tony Giacon  

EMOC Marjorie & Justin Cook  TBA Anna Reussien, Michael Midson, Da-
vid Shelverton  

TBA 

Becoming Missionary Disciples  
The Evangelium Conference is aimed at engaging Catholics in evangelisation. It will be held for the first 
time in Tasmania from August 30-31 at St Bernard’s Church in Claremont. Themed ‘Becoming Missionary 
Disciples’, the conference will feature speakers, workshops, times of prayer and outreach. The theme is 
taken from Pope Francis’ call for Christians to be ‘missionary disciples’. “Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or 
she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and ‘missionaries’, but rather that 
we are always ‘missionary disciples’,” the Pope said, in his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium. Aimed at parishioners, 
teachers and youth, as well as priests and religious, the conference will have a particular focus on enabling parishes to develop 
a missionary spirit. The conference’s keynote speaker is evangelist, and co-founder and managing director of the Catholic min-
istry menALIVE, Robert Falzon. Purchase of a conference ticket includes access to keynote addresses and workshops, lunch & 
dinner, morning & afternoon tea, tea and coffee. Attendees can choose to attend one presentation from each workshop:  
Workshop I - •Ministry to Men (Robert Falzon/ Martin Stone) •The grace of adoration in evangelization (Immaculata Commu-
nity) •Catechesis as mode of evangelization (Angela Ritar) •Giving your personal testimony (Palavra Viva) •Forming a parish 
youth group (Tomasz Juszczak) Workshop II—•Using the media to evangelise (Shalom World) •Experiencing God in devotions 
(Fr Guy Riolo) •Liturgy as source and summit of evangelization (Michael McKenna) •Ministry of Bishop Robert Barron (Martin 
Tobin) •Parish from Maintenance to Mission (Fr Shammi Perera) 
Commences Friday 30 Aug 7pm and concludes  Saturday 31 August at 9.30pm.  Tickets are $65.00 each (inc. GST & booking 
fee).  Available from www.eventbrite.com.au (search Evangelium) or by phone with Diana Batchelor 6210 8805. 

Dear parishioners, I am very happy to include your announce-
ments (subject to content approval) in AVE.   
A gentle reminder that AVE is actually nearly always full by 
around Tuesday of each week.  Also, if you are sending through 
information please do not send it in poster format as there is not 
time to retype all the information; it needs 
to be sent in paragraph form, checked and 
ready to copy and paste into AVE.  As you 
can appreciate I have content come from 
many sources and there are tricky logistics 
every week formatting it uniformly and on 
time.  With thanks.   Liz 

Dear Eucharistic Ministers,    When cleaning the Chalice, 
please ensure the whole Purifier is used rather than only 
using the same spot each time.  Also, please turn the Chal-
ice after each communicant.  This should be done 
all year and most especially be mindful of it dur-
ing the winter flu season.                  With thanks. 

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
Carmelite Monastery, 7 Cambridge St., Launceston           
Tuesday 16th July 9.30am Sung Mass 
Celebrant and Homilist:  Archbishop Julian Porteous, DD 
A Novena of Masses and Prayers July 7th – 15th 
Intentions may be sent to Mother Teresa Benedicta via 
post or tascarmelvoc@gmail.com 
Morning Tea after Mass 
All are welcome 

A teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw pic-
tures of their favourite Bible stories. She was puzzled by 
a boy's picture which showed four people on an air-
craft, so she asked him which story it was meant to 
represent. 'The flight to Egypt,' he replied. 'I see... And that must 
be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus,' she said. 'But who's the fourth 
person?' 'Oh, that's Pontius – the Pilot!' 


