
 

 

 MASS TIMES FOR THIS WEEK 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
7.30am: Tuesday - Friday  
6.00pm: Saturday Vigil Mass 
10.30am: Sunday 
6.00pm: Sunday 
  
 
Sacred Heart Church New Town  
9.00am: Tuesday - Thursday 
8.00am: Saturday 
8.30am: Sunday 
  

 
 

Lawrenny Court  
(131 Hill St West Hobart) 
10.30am: Friday 
 

 ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt Hobart 
6pm - 12am: Friday  

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
5.00pm - 5.30pm: Saturday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH  PASTORAL TEAM:   

 
Administrator:  

Fr Leonard Caldera 
  

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Paschal Okpon 

  
Deacons:  

Nick MacFarlane 
Vinco Muriyadan 

  
Pastoral Associate:   

Sr Monica Shelverton PBVM 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE:  

Office Hours:  
(MONDAY - FRIDAY) 

9am - 3pm  
 

180 Harrington Street  
Hobart 7000 

Phone: 03 62344463 

 

E-Mail:  
cathedral@aohtas.org.au 

Website: 
www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au           

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/  

cathedralparishhobarttasmania  
  

Parish Secretary 
Jane McKeown 

6TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME YEAR A    12TH FEBRUARY 2023  
 

My dear parishioners,  
A few important notices that I would like to keep you aware of for this 
week and the next. 
 

This weekend we celebrate the first of two Marriage Masses held in  
Hobart and Launceston. I take this opportunity to welcome and  
congratulate all married couples to St Mary’s Cathedral.  
 

Next weekend we will be officially launching Project Compassion within 
the Archdiocese of Hobart during the 10.30am Mass. 
 

Novena to St Joseph – Every Thursday from 5.30pm to 6.15pm at St 
Mary’s Cathedral Parish. With the Rosary, Novena and ending with  
Benediction.  
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help – Every Wednesday after the 
9am Mass at Sacred Heart Church.  
 

Volunteers needed –  

• Volunteers talented in flower arranging for the Cathedral on a weekly 
basis. 

• Volunteer Cleaners. 

• Greeters and ushers. 

• Cathedral Finance and Maintenance team is looking out for new 
members. Those interested please contact the parish office. 

 

The February issue of the Catholic Standard has arrived. Please take 
your copy home to share and enjoy 
Some highlights from this edition: 

• Farewell to Benedict XVI: the gentle pope with the towering intellect 

• An outpouring of love for Cardinal Pell as mourners urged to  
     ‘Be Not Afraid’ 

• Ukraine Appeal response shows true Christian charity 

• A ‘wonderful sign of growth’ for Catholic schools in Tasmania 

• Fr Bartha commences role as new Moonah-Lutana Parish Priest 

• Archbishop Adrian Doyle recalls his episcopal ordination 25 years ago 

• Exploring sexuality at the Made For Each Other Summer School 

• Vale Sr Mary Josepha Aiken 
 
The Parish Pastoral Council was held this week. The following points 
were discussed. 
• Repairs needed to the Sacred Heart Church New Town - with  
 regards to replacement of drainage and gutters and roof repairs 
• The sanding and re-painting of the front door of Sacred Heart 

Church 
• Future restoration work of the Cathedral such as - the choir loft,  

concreting of the side adjacent to St Mary’s College 
• Safe Communities audit– Updating of records and new application 

to be completed. 
• Lenten Program for Parish—Booklets will be on sale for $10.00 
 
In Christ, Fr Leonard 



 

 

 The Angelus Prayer 
 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.  
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.  
Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with 
Thee; Blessed art thou among women, And blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray 
for us sinners, Now and at the hour of our death. Amen  
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  
R. Be it done to me according to your word.  
Hail Mary. . .  
V. And the Word was made flesh.  
R. And dwelt among us.  
Hail Mary. . .  
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. R. That we may be 
made worthy of the promises of Christ.  
Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy 
grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of 
Christ Thy Son was made known by the message of an 
angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the 
glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

REFLECTION - 6TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
YEAR A 
 

Today, the church invites us to reflect on the law of Christ. 
She urges us to pay attention to what she teaches us. The 
law of Christ is a divine law. However, it is not opposed to 
natural law. It is filled with wisdom and gives life to those 
who are faithful to it. It is a product of God’s love for us. 
Hence, to obey it, is a fundamental option for life and  
happiness. 
 

Today’s gospel from Matthew has provoked much debate 
among biblical scholars about what Christ meant when he 
says: “I have not to come to abolish the Law; but to fulfil 
it.” Jesus is right when he says this. The Old Testament 
stands firm, fulfilled and has reached its perfection in 
Christ. The Greek word for “fulfill” is “pleroo.” It also 
means “to full” or “to complete.” In light of today’s gospel, 
it means to fulfill what was predicted in the Old Testament. 
Christ fulfilled the Law (Torah) through the sacrifice of 
himself. Therefore, He is now the fullness of the Law.  
To obey him, is to obey the Law. 
 

Therefore, Christ’s treaty is against the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees of this present age who 
interpret the law falsely to the detriment of the people. It is 
a treaty against fake prophets, and teachers who falsely 
declare, “thus says the Lord,” in order to intimidate and 
exploit people. It is a treaty against those make life difficult 
for others in God’s name, while they have no regard for 
the law of Christ. 
 

Finally, it is a treaty against the 
Pharisees of our time who pay much 
attention to the letter of the law, but 
neglect the Spirit of the Law. Christ 
came that we might have life, and 
have it in full. He came that we 
might be free. He is the fullness of 
the Law and life. To obey him is to 
have life and happiness in full.  Peace be with you! 

From Our Anniversary Book 
Emily Davis, Charles McCarthy, David Halton, James Brickhill, Peter Allen, George Carr, Vincent Jeffrey, Eric Smith, Gina 
Guerzoni, Francis McDonald, Umberto Pulsoni, Pauline Ball, William Fletcher Shaw, Brian Case, Nadeen Longdale, 
Elizabeth Souter, Margaret Brennan, Maureen James, Mary Kerr,Harry Warren, Frank Burke, Dino Bighin, Elizabeth 
Deegan, Monika Sirgunas, Maxwell Walker, Barry Kendall, William Absolom, Karlie Bollen, Margaret Allen, Pasqale 
Pace, Eleanor Blackburn-Berry, Anita and Ottavio Toffoli, Ernest Blazeley, Gertrude Dowd and Sr Patrick Hickey 
PBVM         May they rest in peace !  

What is Marriage? 
Marriage, as designed by God, is a 
faithful, exclusive, lifelong union of 
a man and a woman joined in an 
intimate community of life and love. 
They commit themselves  
completely to each other and to the 
wondrous responsibility of bringing children into the world 
and caring for them. Man and woman are equal; they are 
also different. It is this difference that points marvellously  
toward their complementarity. Man and woman, in their 
sexual difference, are made for each other. This  
complementarity draws them together in a mutually loving 
union that should always be open to the procreation of 
children. (Catechism of the Catholic Church #1602-1605) 
Far from being a “merely” religious matter, these truths 
about marriage are found in the order of nature and can 
be perceived by human reason. The culture a person lives 
in can powerfully affect perception.  
Unfortunately, our own culture is more and more confused 
on matters of sexuality, and the truth of marriage suffers 
from the same blurry thinking. 
Marriage and Catholic Faith 
Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the Church  
confirm these truths about marriage and deepen them. 
Genesis 1:27 shows us that the human person’s  
complementarity as male and female reflects the  
image of God. A man “leaves his father and mother and 
clings to his wife, and the two of them become one 
flesh” (Gn 2:23). The man joyfully recognizes the  
woman as “bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”  
(Gn 2:23). God blesses the man and woman and  
commands them to “be fertile and multiply” (Gn 1:28).  
Jesus echoes these teachings from Genesis when he  
stated: “…from the beginning the Creator ‘made them 
male and female’ and said, ‘[f ]or this reason a man shall 
leave … and the two shall become one flesh” (Matt. 19: 
4,5). 
These Biblical passages help us to under- stand God’s 
plan for marriage. Man and woman enter a lifelong bond 
of love and life, giving themselves as equal persons  
completely to one another. By this self-gift, they cooperate 
with God in bringing children to life and in caring for them. 
Moreover, the Church, following the Apostle Paul,  
declares a valid marriage between baptized believers to 
be a sacrament — a saving reality and path to holiness. In 
Ephesians 5: 25-33, Paul teaches that Christ made  
marriage a sign of His love for the Church. This means 
that a sacramental marriage lets the world see, in human 
terms, something of the faithful, creative, self-emptying, 
abundantly life-giving love of our Lord. This Christian 
meaning confirms and strengthens the human value of a 
marital union.  
Marriage contributes to society because it models the way 
women and men live interdependently and commit, for life, 
to seek the best for each other. Additionally, the marital 
union provides the best conditions for raising children: 
namely, the stable, loving relationship of a mother and 
father present only in marriage.  
As we celebrate Marriage this weekend, let us recommit 
ourselves to the teachings of our Lord with regard to  
marriage and family life. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

The ‘Seasons of Tasmania’ 2023 Calendars featuring 
landscapes and scenery from around Tasmania are now 
available for purchase to support the Tasmanian  
pilgrims heading to World Youth Day 2023.  
Price: $15 if purchased directly from Parish Office.  
Cash and EFT payments are accepted.  
To order Calendar online: Please ensure you select the 
correct biller code: 1987114 – 2023 World Youth Day 
Calendars. If you are collecting the calendar from a  
pilgrim or from Tower Rd, please place ‘NA’ in the ‘Postal 
Address’ box): 
https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/catholicdevfund 
 
Heritage Treasures of St Mary’s Cathedral 

 
The ancient baptismal font 
was made c. 1170 (the lid 
is modern), being thus by 
far the oldest treasure in 
the Cathedral. It was 
sourced by Bishop Wilson’s 
friend Pugin, underwent 
some minor refurbishment 
in England and  
accompanied the bishop 
on his voyage to Tasmania 
in 1844. The font has been 
in the Cathedral since the 
opening of the first part of 
the building in 1866 
 

(Cathedral Archives) 

From Ashes to Hope  
Daily Reflections for 
Lent and the Easter  
Octave. Books available 
at Parish Office.  
Cost: $10.00 each 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Compassion 
School and Parish 
launch for 2023 is a 
Liturgy of the Word. 
Monday 20th Feb at Church of the Apostles, Launceston. 
Tuesday 21st Feb at St Mary's Cathedral, Hobart 
11am - Both events with a Q & A session with Caritas 
Speaker from Sydney. Everyone is Welcome 

 
 
 

St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of  
Hobart  Safe Communities Policy and Framework. 

Children’s Corner Holy Water  - Re-introduction 
in the Parish 

When we enter a church, we 
have the custom of blessing 
ourselves with Holy Water.  

It is now appropriate to restore 
the practice of using Holy  

Water as we enter our  
churches. 

The use of Holy Water is a 
means of invoking the  

blessing of God on  
persons and places and it is 

also a means of  
placing ourselves under God’s 

protection from evil. 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/payments/catholicdevfund


 

 

READINGS OF THE DAY - 6TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  

First Reading  Sirach 15:15-20 

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, 
to behave faithfully is within your power. He has set fire 
and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you 
prefer. Man has life and death before him; 
whichever a man likes better will be given him. 
For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and  
all-seeing. His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes 
every action of man. He never commanded anyone to be 
godless, he has given no one permission to sin. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

Psalm 118:1-2,4-5,17-18,33-34. R.v.1 
 
 

(R.) Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord  
 

1.  They are happy whose life is blameless, 
 who follow God’s law! 
 They are happy those who do his will, 
 seeking him with all their hearts.  
 

2.  You have laid down your precepts 
 to be obeyed with care. 
 May my footsteps be firm 
 to obey your statutes.  
 

3.  Bless your servant and I shall live 
 and obey your word. 
 Open my eyes that I may consider 
 the wonders of your law.  
 

4.  Teach me the demands of your statutes 
 and I will keep them to the end. 
 Train me to observe your law, 
 to keep it with my heart.  
 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 
We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached  
maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of 
the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. 
The hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our  
mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be for 
our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none 
of the masters of this age have ever known, or they 
would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what 
scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen and no 
ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that 
God has prepared for those who love him. 
These are the very things that God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of 
everything, even the depths of God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the  
kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel Matthew 5:17-37 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that I have 
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have come 
not to abolish them but to complete them. I tell you  
solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, 
one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its  
purpose is achieved. Therefore, the man who infringes 
even one of the least of these commandments and  

teaches others to do the same will be considered the 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps 
them and teaches them will be considered great in the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no 
deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never get into the kingdom of heaven. ‘You have learnt 
how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and if 
anyone does kill he must answer for it before the court. 
But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother 
will answer for it before the court; if a man calls his  
brother “Fool” he will answer for it before the  
Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him “Renegade” he will  
answer for it in hell fire. So then, if you are bringing your 
offering to the altar and there remember that your  
brother has something against you, leave your offering 
there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your 
brother first, and then come back and present your  
offering. Come to terms with your opponent in good time 
while you are still on the way to the court with him, or he 
may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the  
officer, and you will be thrown into prison. I tell you  
solemnly, you will not get out till you have paid the last 
penny. ‘You have learnt how it was said: You must not 
commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a man looks at a 
woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. If your right eye should cause you to sin, 
tear it out and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to 
lose one part of you than to have your whole body thrown 
into hell. And if your right hand should cause you to sin, 
cut it off and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to 
lose one part of you than to have your whole body go to 
hell. 
‘It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must 
give her a writ of dismissal. But I say this to you:  
everyone who divorces his wife, except for the case of 
fornication, makes her an adulteress; and anyone who 
marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: 
You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths 
to the Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at all,  
either by heaven, since that is God’s throne; or by the 
earth, since that is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, since 
that is the city of the great king. Do not swear by your 
own head either, since you cannot turn a single hair white 
or black. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, “No” 
if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the 
evil one.’ 

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK  

Monday 13th February   Mark 8: 11-13 
Tuesday 14th February -  Sts Cyril monk and Methodius, 
Bishop    Mark 8: 14-21 
Wednesday 15th February  Mark 8: 22-26 
Thursday 16th February   Mark 8: 27-33  
Friday 17th February   Mark 8: 34-9:1 
Saturday 18th February  Mark 9: 2-13 
  

 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS  7th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

Leviticus 19: 1-2, 17-18 Psalm 102: 1-4, 8, 10, 12-13 
1 Corinthians 3:16-23 Matthew 5: 38-48 

Pray and Reflect on the Word of God 

Please take your copy of the AVE home to reflect and to share with family and friends. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm

