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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A  

Preparing Our Hearts for God's Word 

One of the most well-known parables of Jesus is the Parable of the Sower 

(Matthew 13:1–23). At first glance, it appears to be a simple story about a 

farmer scattering seeds. Yet, beneath this familiar image lies a profound 

message about God's Kingdom and the human heart. 

In the parable, Jesus explains that the seed represents the Word of God, 

while the different soils symbolize the various ways people receive God's 

message. The condition of the soil is not determined by God but by the 

openness of each person's heart. 

The hardened path represents those who hear God's Word but never allow 

it to enter their hearts. Distractions, pride, or unbelief prevent the message 

from taking root. The rocky soil represents those who receive the Gospel 

with enthusiasm but give up when difficulties, persecution, or sacrifices 

arise. The thorny ground symbolizes hearts overwhelmed by worldly 

worries, the pursuit of wealth, and the desire for comfort, leaving little 

room for God's grace. The good soil represents those who listen attentively, 

embrace God's Word, persevere in faith, and bear fruit through lives of 

love, service, and holiness. 

Why did Jesus choose to teach this truth through a parable? His disciples 

asked Him the very same question. Jesus explained that parables both 

reveal and conceal the mysteries of God's Kingdom. Those who sincerely 

seek God and listen with open hearts will discover deeper truths, while 

those who remain indifferent or resistant will hear only a story. In this way, 

Jesus respected human freedom. He invited people to reflect, question, and 

respond personally rather than simply providing information. 

The Parable of the Sower also reminds us that the effectiveness of God's 

Word does not depend on the quality of the seed. The seed is always good 

because it comes from God. The difference lies in the condition of the soil. 

Every time we attend Mass, read Sacred Scripture, or hear the Gospel 

proclaimed, we are challenged to ask ourselves: What kind of soil am I 

today? 

Our hearts are not fixed forever. A heart that is hardened can be softened 

through prayer and repentance. A shallow faith can develop deeper roots 

through regular worship and perseverance. A heart crowded by worries 

can be cleared by trusting in God's providence and placing Christ at the 

center of life. God continually works to cultivate the soil of our hearts, but 

He also asks for our cooperation. 

As we reflect on this parable, let us pray for grace to become good soil. May 

we receive God's Word with faith, nurture it through prayer and the 

sacraments, and bear abundant fruit in our families, our parish, and our 

community. When God's Word finds a receptive heart, it transforms not 

only one life but also the lives of countless others. 
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ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY J. IRELAND 

St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of Hobart  
Safe Communities Policy and Framework, which can be found at the Parish office. Any enquiries 
regarding Safe Communities contact the Parish Office (03) 6234 4463. 

PIETY SHOP— Thursday, 10 am –3pm. Saturday & 

Sunday the shop is open after every weekend Mass  

MASS TIMES 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
 

7.30am: Tuesday - Friday 

5.00pm: Saturday (Vigil  Mass) 

10.30am: Sunday   

6.00pm: Sunday 

 

Sacred Heart Church New Town  

9.15am:        Tuesday - Thursday  

8.00am: Saturday 

8.30am: Sunday 

 

Lawrenny Court  

(131 Hill St West Hobart) 

       10.30am:  Friday  

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 

4.00pm - 4.30pm: Saturday 

 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY AND 
ROSARY 

Sacred Heart Church, New Town 

After 9.15am Mass: Wednesday 

7.30am:   Saturday 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt, Hobart 

6.00pm - Midnight: Friday 

 

SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS 

ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGE 
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 

THE CC”S  - (Companions of the Cathedral)  

Every Wednesday on floor 1 starting at 12:30 



 

 

 

From Our Anniversary Book  
Francis Gill, Fr Vincent Green, Mary Scullen, Ivo Corradetti, Catherine Absolom, Victoria Rigney, Riza Villanueva, Teresa Morgan, 
Jimmy Abraham, Jack Tierney, Mary Waters, Bruno Chinchella, Joan Pigot-Conant, Denis Shelverton, Patricia Margaret Williams, 
Crugnale Family, Donato, Raffaela and Corrado Di Martino, Francis Fahey, Allison Imlach, Mollie Whitehouse, Joy Halton, Richard 
Suttorini, Perc Daly, Jack Daly, Alexander Bannerman, Anthony George Hartnett, Bill Mallaburn, Margaret Westell, Kathleen Hanley, 
Eileen Lansdell, Anthony Carrick, Tom McDonald, Alice Law, William Kay, Hilda Bourke, Debbie Boyle, Mary Halton, Severina Medued, 
Adam Gaffney, Johannes Tisch, Frederick Flynn, Linda Lewis, Sheila Andrews, Anthony Maurice Hartnett, Gaetano Manfredi, Ailis Nally, 
John Lennard. May they rest in peace ! 

An Open Invitation: Explore "The Search" 

What is the meaning of life?  Why do we exist?  Where are 
we going? 

To launch our RCIA year, St.  Mary’s Cathedral Parish is 
extending an open invitation to everyone—parishioners, 
seekers, and the curious alike—to join us for the first 
three weeks as we host The Search. 
Produced by the Augustine Institute and hosted by re-
nowned Catholic speaker Chris Stefanick, this visually 
stunning video series tackles life's biggest questions.  Fea-
turing insights from scientists, psychologists, artists, and 
theologians, The Search examines the place where mod-
ern science, philosophy, and the ancient Catholic faith 
meet. 

Whether you want to anchor your own faith or are simply 
looking for answers to the big questions, come and share 
the evening with us. 

• When: Every Second Tuesday nights (Commencing 
16th June for three fortnights) 

• Time: 6:00 PM 

• Where: Cathedral Centre 
No registration required for these open sessions.  Bring a 
friend, bring an open mind, and join the conversation. 

Change of Parish office hours 
 
Dear Parishioners please note below amended parish 
office hours. 
 
Monday - 8.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Wednesday - 8.00 am - 11.00 am & 1 .00 pm - 5.30 pm  
Friday - 8.30 am - 5.30 pm  

The Angelus Prayer 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.  

R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.  

Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with 
Thee; Blessed art thou among women, And 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother 
of God, Pray for us sinners, Now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen  

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  

R. Be it done to me according to your word.  Hail Mary. . .  

V. And the Word was made flesh.  

R. And dwelt among us.  Hail Mary. . .  

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy 
grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of 
Christ Thy Son was made known by the message of an 
angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the 
glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  

PARISH KEY AUDIT 

St Mary's Cathedral Parish is currently con-
ducting an audit of all keys issued for access 
to parish premises, including the Cathedral, 
Sacred Heart Church, Parish Centres, and 
other parish facilities. 

An email regarding this key audit has been sent to parish-
ioners and volunteers who may hold parish keys. If you 
have received the email, please complete the online Key 
Audit Form by 24 July 2026. 

If you have not received the email but currently hold any 
parish keys, please kindly scan the QR code or use the link 
provided to complete the form. 

If you no longer require any parish keys, please return 
them to the Parish Office by 31 July 2026. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated as we work to 
maintain accurate records and ensure the security of our 
parish facilities. 
 
https://forms.office.com/r/gq9bFtviTH?origin=lprLink 

The annual Sea Sunday Appeal   
 

This week is Sea Sunday, when the church prays for all 

those who live and work at sea. There will be an Appeal 

for Stella Maris, Apostleship of the Sea, the official mari-

time welfare agency of the Catholic Church. Funds collect-

ed will be used to provide practical and spiritual support 

to seafarers visiting our ports. As it is dependent on vol-

untary donations, please give generously.  To support this 

ministry, please send your donation via: https://

stellamarisaustralia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/ 

Alternatively, envelopes will be available in the 
parish as well 

https://forms.office.com/r/gq9bFtviTH?origin=lprLink
https://stellamarisaustralia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/
https://stellamarisaustralia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/


 

 

VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 
 

Many Tasmanians are experiencing hardship during 
these difficult times. They face the threat of homeless-
ness, food insecurity or work uncertainty. 
 There has been strong demand for the services of the St 
Vincent de Paul Society this year. The cathedral Vinnies 
group has been active providing emergency relief. 
One of the Society’s most important fund-raising activi-
ties, the 2026 Tasmanian Winter Appeal, is underway 
across parishes and the community. 
This year’s appeal focuses on the crisis of homelessness 
and the fact that many people are only one unexpected 
setback away from losing the security of their home. 
Donations to the appeal are gratefully accepted and can 
be made through envelopes that will be available in the 
cathedral soon, or via the Vinnies website. https://
www.vinnies.org.au/ 

'Be Thou My Vision' - Reflection Day 
 

You are invited to a reflection day based on the 
traditional and popular hymn Be Thou My 
Vision.  Saturday 8th August, 10am - 3pm at the 
Launceston Catholic Pastoral Centre.  Cost $50 
including morning tea.  BYO lunch.   

Bookings and enquiries to Belinda Chapman 
(facilitator) ph: 0418 141 171 or email 
belindachapman.sd@gmail.com or visit website: 
belindachapman.square.site. 

Help Keep Our Parish Safe 
 

The safety and wellbeing of everyone in our parish is 
important. Parishioners are encouraged to be alert to 
any hazards, unsafe conditions, incidents, or near misses 
they may notice while attending Mass, parish activities, 
or using parish facilities. Examples may include trip haz-
ards, damaged equipment, blocked walkways, electrical 
concerns, or any situation that could cause injury or 
harm. If you see something that does not seem right, 
please report it promptly to the Parish Office 
(cathedral@aohtas.org.au) or a member of the parish 
leadership team. By identifying and reporting issues ear-
ly, we can work together to maintain a safe, welcoming, 
and healthy environment for all. 

Archdiocese of Hobart Synod 2027 – 
Synod Prayer 

Copies of the Archdiocese of Hobart 
Synod 2027 Prayer are now available 
in the Cathedral foyer. 
All parishioners are warmly  
encouraged to take a copy and join in 
prayer as we journey together to-
wards the Archdiocese of Hobart Synod 2027. 

60th Ordination Anniversary of  
Fr. Peter O’Loughlin 

 

Fr Peter O'Loughlin will celebrate his 60th priestly ordina-
tion anniversary with a Concelebrated Mass at Corpus 
Christi Church, Bellerive at 11am, Monay 20th July 2026. 

During his 60 years he has served the Church in Tasma-
nia in 5 parishes - Church of Apostles (Launceston), New 
Norfolk, Bridgewater/Brighton, Kingston and Bellerive / 
Lindisfarne. 

He has been actively involved in Catholic Education, Mar-
riage Encounter and many other Diocesan and parish 
ministries. 

All are invited to celebrate and give thanks for Fr Peter's 
60 years of Priestly life and ministry, 

Venezuela Earthquake Appeal 

Please keep the people of Venezuela in your prayers 
following the devastating earthquakes that have 
claimed many lives and left thousands injured, dis-
placed, or missing. Caritas is providing emergency as-
sistance, including food, clean water, shelter, medical 
care, and ongoing support to affected communities. 

If you would like to support the Caritas Australia Ven-
ezuela Earthquake Appeal, please visit 
www.caritas.org.au/venezuela or call 1800 024 413. 

Thank you for your generosity and prayers. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/venezuela


 

 

READINGS OF THE DAY FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A  

First Reading - Isaiah 55:10-11 

 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come 

down from the heavens and do not return without 

watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth 

to provide seed for the sower and bread for the 

eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does 

not return to me empty, without carrying out my will 

and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 64:10-14 R. Lk 8:8 

 

(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 

fruitful harvest. 

 

1. You care for the earth, give it water, 

you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

to provide its grain. (R.) 

 

2. And thus you provide for the earth; 

you drench its furrows, 

you level it, soften it with showers, 

you bless its growth. (R.) 

 

3. You crown the year with your goodness. 

Abundance flows in your steps, 

in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.) 

 

4. The hills are girded with joy, 

the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.) 

 

Second Reading - Romans 8:18-23 

 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be 

compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is 

waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting 

for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on 

the part of creation that it was made unable to attain 

its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still 

retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its 

slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and 

glory as the children of God. From the beginning till 

now the entire creation, as we know, has been 

groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not only 

creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of 

the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our 

bodies to be set free.. 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 

all who come to him will live for ever. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel - Matthew 13:1-23 
 
Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such 

crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat 

and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and 

he told them many things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on 
patches of rock where they found little soil and 
sprang up straight away, because there was no depth 
of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were 
scorched and, not having any roots, they withered 
away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and 
produced their crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK  
 

Monday  13th July        -   Matthew 10:34–11:1  
Tuesday 14th July  -   Matthew 11:20-24  
Wednesday 15th July -   Matthew 11:25-27  
Thursday  16th July -   Matthew 11:28-30  
Friday 17th July  -   Matthew 12:1-8  
Saturday  18th July -   Matthew 12:14-21  
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:  19th July 2026 
 
First Reading   -  Wisdom 12:13.16-19  
Responsorial Psalm    -  Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5  
Second Reading   -  Romans 8:26-27  
Gospel    -  Matthew 13:24-43  
 
Pray and Reflect on the Word of God ! 

Please take your copy of the AVE home to reflect and to share with family and friends. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa055
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom008
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw013
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw010
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw012
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw012
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cwis#wis012
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom008
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw013

