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MASS TIMES 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
7.30am: Monday - Friday 
6.00 pm:  Monday(Immaculate Conception) 
5.00pm: Saturday (Vigil Mass) 
10.30am: Sunday 
6.00pm: Sunday 
 
Sacred Heart Church New Town  
9.15am: Monday- Thursday  
8.00am: Saturday 
8.30am: Sunday 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
4.00pm - 4.30pm: Saturday 
 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY AND    
ROSARY 

Sacred Heart Church, New Town 
After 9.15am Mass: Wednesday 
7.30am:   Saturday 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt, Hobart 
6.00pm - Midnight: Friday 
  

SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS 

ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGE 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT— 07TH  DECEMBER  2025 

Preparing the Way of the Lord 

The season of Advent invites us once again to enter a time of watchfulness, hope, 

and preparation. On this Second Sunday of Advent, the liturgy places before us 

the powerful figure of John the Baptist, the voice crying out in the 

wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight!” His message is 

as urgent today as it was two thousand years ago. 

John appears in the desert, far from centers of power and comfort. The desert is a 

place of simplicity, silence, and truth. There, stripped of distractions, humanity 

encounters God more honestly. In highlighting the desert, the Church invites us to 

pause from the noise and activity of December. While the world rushes into 

celebration, Advent gently calls us to slow down, reflect, and make room for 

Christ who desires to come into our lives in a new way. 

The Gospel this Sunday challenges us with John’s call to repentance. Repentance 

is not merely feeling sorry for past mistakes; it is a deliberate turning of the heart 

toward God. It means changing our attitudes, priorities, and behaviors so that our 

lives align more closely with the values of Christ. Advent is therefore a season of 

spiritual housekeeping—clearing away what is unnecessary, healing what is 

broken, and renewing what has grown tired. 

Isaiah, in the first reading, offers a vision of deep hope. He describes a world 

transformed by the coming of the Messiah—a world where justice flourishes, 

peace reigns, and all creation lives in harmony. The wolf and the lamb, the calf 

and the lion, the child playing near the cobra’s den—all are poetic images of the 

profound peace God intends for the world. This vision speaks powerfully to us 

today, especially in a world marked by conflict, fear, and division. Advent reminds 

us of that God’s promise of peace is not merely an ideal but a reality already 

breaking into our world through Christ. 

The 2nd Sunday of Advent also invites us to consider our role in preparing the 

way of the Lord. How do we become “voices in the wilderness” in our own 

contexts—our homes, workplaces, and parishes? We prepare His way not only 

through prayer but through concrete acts of love, forgiveness, generosity, and 

justice. Every time we mend a broken relationship, support someone in need, or 

choose peace over conflict, we make a straight path for Christ. 

As we move deeper into Advent, let us listen attentively to John the Baptist’s call. 

Let us clear the clutter of our hearts, renew our relationship with God, and 

embrace the hope that Christ brings. May this season lead us to welcome the 

Lord with joyful anticipation, ready to receive the One who comes to save.  

Administrator:  
Fr Bernard Perera 

 

Assistant Priest: 
Fr Steven Smith 

 

Deacon &Sacristan: 
Deacon Michael Smith 

Pastoral Associate:   
Sr. Monica Shelverton PBV 

 

Director of Music: 
Clair Stanelos 

 
Parish Secretary : 

Nimshini Peiris 
PARISH OFFICE :  

(Tuesday & Friday-8.30 am –5.00pm and Wednes-
day 8.00 am –12.00pm) 

 
 

cathedralparishhobarttasmania  
https://www.stmaryscathedralhobart.org.au 

Pope Francis has declared 2025 a Jubilee Year for our Church, themed “Pilgrims of Hope”, a year of hope for a world suffer-
ing the impacts of war, the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the climate crisis. As Pope Francis states “the 
forthcoming Jubilee can contribute greatly to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the renewal and rebirth 
that we so urgently desire; that is why I have chosen as the motto of the Jubilee, Pilgrims of Hope.” 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? RCIA  is held every second  
Monday.  Please contact the Parish office for more information. 

PIETY SHOP— Thursday, 10 am –3pm. Saturday  & Sunday 

the shop is open after every weekend Mass  

ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY IRELAND 



 

 

 

From Our Anniversary Book: Zanella and Donato Vacca, Stefania Stanczyk,Mary Pauline Vincent, Domenico and 

Antonietta Mastrisciano, Giovanni Gallo, Anthony Batich, Isabel Harwood, Lucia Crespan, Colleen Stanford, Mervyn 

Miller, Adolf Kuchnicki, George Watt, Nora Murphy, Edward Nolan, Corrie Jones, Tony Hogan, Robert Corradetti 

May they rest in peace ! 

COMING UP  

December 8th— Hour of Grace   

December 11th— Advent program (5.30pm-7.30pm) 

December 13th— Carols at St. Mary’s Cathedral. (7 pm—9 pm) 

     THE ANGELUS PRAYER 
 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto 
Mary.  
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.  
Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with 
Thee; Blessed art thou among women, And 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Pray for us sinners, Now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen  

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  
R. Be it done to me according to your word.  Hail Mary. . .  
V. And the Word was made flesh.  
R. And dwelt among us.  Hail Mary. . .  
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
 Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace 
into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy 
Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by His 
Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.  
Through the same Christ our Lord. 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary.  

 

Today we celebrate the beautiful solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. From the first moment of 
her existence, God preserved Mary from original sin, preparing 
her to be a pure and holy dwelling place for His Son. This privilege 
was not given for her sake alone, but for the salvation of the 
whole world. Mary’s immaculate beginning reminds us that God’s 
grace is always greater than sin, and that He works in history with 
a loving plan for each of us. As we honour her, we are invited to 
imitate her “yes” to God—her humility, trust, and openness to His 
will. 
May this feast strengthen our faith and 
fill our hearts with hope. Through the 
intercession of our Immaculate Mother, 
may we grow closer to Christ and walk 
confidently on the path of holiness. 
Wishing everyone a very happy and 
blessed Feast of the Immaculate  
Conception! 

8th December Mass times - 7.30 
am /6.00 pm—St .Mary’s Cathedral  
9.15 am - Sacred Heart Church  

Please Note — There will be No Saturday Vigil Mass on 13 De-
cember as we come together for the Diocesan Christmas Service: 
Carols at St. Mary's  
You are warmly invited to join us as we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, uniting in joy and thanksgiving during this holy season. 

               VOLUNTEERS 
A Special Thank You to all those who have volunteered their time and 
skills thereby enhancing the capability of our Parish. There are always 
many ways to be involved if you are willing. A special call out for Readers 
at all our Masses.  
(Especially - Saturday night Vigil Mass) 

 

ADVENT IS HERE 

The Cathedral Parish is offering an opportunity for us all to come togeth-
er to celebrate our advent season leading up to Christmas.  
Each week we will use our Advent candles as a theme – HOPE, PEACE, 
JOY & LOVE. A short video and a scripture look at what that word means 
to our journey to Christmas. Take some time out of your busy life and join 
the journey. Next Session will be on THURSDAY 11th December on level 
1 of the parish centre at 5:30 PM and finishing no later than 7:30 PM.  

HOUR OF GRACE 

An hour of prayer will be conducted in the Parish on the 08th De-
cember from 12 noon to 1 pm in the Crypt. 

lets gather together for prayer ! 

                             PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM—2026 

 

The Cathedral Parish is delighted to announce that enrolments are 

now being received for the 2026 Sacramental Program for the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 'The sacraments 

are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to 

the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us' (#1131). 

The Sacraments are a way in which we experience God’s love, heal-

ing, forgiveness, nourishment and strength. They are a deep mean-

ingful step in our faith journey. 

 

The Cathedral Parish Sacramental Program is a program for all  

children who are Baptised, Year 3 and upwards who attend as  

parishioners and are students of Parish Schools (Catholic, Govern-

ment and independent). Enrolments and further information can 

be received at the Parish Office by Phone: 03 62344463 

or Email: smcsacramentalprogram@gmail.com 

 

The Cathedral Parish welcomes you who are interested to Join our 

Sacramental Program Team as a volunteer to assist, guide and 

journey with the children, their families and the team through the 

program for 2026. 

 

Please contact the Parish Office if interested. 

mailto:smcsacramentalprogram@gmail.com


 

 

St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of Hobart  Safe 
Communities Policy and Framework, which can be found at the Parish office. Any enquiries regarding 
Safe Communities contact the Parish Office (03) 6234 4463. 

Celebrating Our Wonderful Volunteers  

 

We want to express our deepest gratitude for the incredi-
ble time, talent, and dedication our volunteers have selflessly 
given to our parish community throughout the year. Your  
commitment makes a genuine difference, and we are so grate-
ful, It is with this same spirit of joy and celebration that we invite 
you to a special gathering held just for you! 

• What: A celebratory Joyful BBQ held in your honour! 

• When: Sunday, December 14th (Gaudete Sunday) 

Time: Starting at 1:00 PM 

Where: St Mary's Cathedral Parish Centre 
Please RSVP by December 8th by contacting  
Fr Steven at steven.smith@aohtas.org.au 

We look forward to celebrating with you! 

Warmly Fr. Bernard on behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council. 

 

Gates open at 5.30pm, so come early to enjoy a picnic in the 
beautiful grounds of St Mary’s.  
Food vans will serve paella, wood-fired pizza, ice-cream, and 
more.  
There will be fun activities for the children, including face 
painting, make-your-own Christmas decorations, and wreath-
making.  
 
Please help us share the joy of Christmas by bringing a new, un-
wrapped gift suitable for any age group (including adults) to 
leave under the CatholicCare Tasmania Christmas Giving Tree.  
Gift cards are especially appreciated. 
 
Come along and help us celebrate the birth of Christ  
together.  
 

TRIVIA CORNER 

 ШChristmas Trees: Symbol of Christ's Approach   

The Christmas tree, popularised in 16th-century Germany, is now a 

prominent fixture in Catholic celebrations as we near Christmas Day, 

and are now erected in our very own cathedral. 

The Church officially embraced the tradition on a grand scale when 

Pope St. John Paul II established the custom of erecting a massive tree 

alongside the Nativity scene (crèche) in St. Peter’s Square. This public 

display helped integrate the tree into the universal Church's celebra-

tion. 

The tree’s symbolism is rich: its lights represent Jesus Christ, the Light 

of the World. A star or angel tops the tree, recalling the Star of Bethle-

hem and the angelic messengers of the Nativity. Many families seek a 

blessing for their tree, praying its light and evergreen life remind them 

of Christ’s eternal promise. 

mailto:steven.smith@aohtas.org.au


 

 

READINGS OF THE DAY—SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT—(YEAR A) 

First Reading                Isaiah 11:1-10  
 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. 
That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations 
and its home will be glorious. 

 
Responsorial Psalm            Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 

 
(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever. 
 
O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 
 
In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 
 
For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 
 
May his name be blessed for ever 
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 
 
 

Second Reading               Romans 15:4-9 
 
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to 
teach us something about hope from the examples scripture gives 
of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may 
he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be 
tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so 
that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in 
the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God 
could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as 
scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise you among the 
pagans and sing your name. 

Gospel Acclamation                            
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel      Matthew 3:1-12 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the 
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 
A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather 
belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made 
their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number 
of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, 
‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is 
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, 
and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our 
father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children 
for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the 
roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise 
you in water for repentance, but the one who 
follows me is more powerful than I am, and I am 
not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is 
in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he 
will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK  
Monday 8th December   -     Luke 1:26-38     
Tuesday 9th December    -     Matthew 18:12-14  
Wednesday 10th December   -    Matthew 11:28-30   
Thursday  11th December         -    Matthew 11:11-15   
Friday 12th  December   - Matthew 11:16-19  
Saturday  13th December    -    Matthew 17:10-13  

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:   
First Reading           -           Isaiah 35:1-6, 10  
Responsorial Psalm         -           Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4  
Second Reading           -           James 5:7-10  
Gospel             -           Matthew 11:2-11  

Please take your copy of the AVE home to reflect and to share with family and friends. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom015
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk001
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw018
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw017
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa035
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjam#jam005
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011

