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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

= We open today with God talking to Solomon (the son of

2 1 David) and God asks what would you like me to give you. Of
course, we all now know that Soloman asks for “Wisdom”, not wealth,
riches, long life, health or anything else he could have dreamed off.
Instead, he asked for the gift that would not only benefit him but all his
people as well.

But what is wisdom. We all have met intelligent people who we would
consider wise because of their great capacity to learn, we all have met
street wise people with an incredible range of knowledge which we
would also call wise. All this is good, but do we use the word wise to
often and not give it a proper sense, for it is only those with true
wisdom that can apply that intelligence and knowledge to real-world
scenarios. This is what Solomon asked for, and this is what God granted
Him.

In the Christian tradition wisdom is viewed as a divine gift from God to
all of us and our capacity to use this wisdom is completely up to us. So
why today are we talking of wisdom when our gospel is talking about
treasures and pearls, things of great value. Then Jesus talks of
fishermen having nets full of fish that they haul into their boats with
great excitement and hope.

God gives all these things to us, those with great value, those that are
most valuable to ourselves and then it is up to us to use wisdom to
decide what to do with what we have found. When we recognise
something of great value do we go and sell all we own so that we can
receive such a wonderful gift. Do we see in these words our life’s
struggle for what is important to us and if we find it will we have the
wisdom to acknowledge it and strive to obtain it. So, the big question is
why is this all so important to us that Jesus uses three parables in a row
to try to tell us.

The answer is in the net full of fish because to fishermen this would
indeed be a amazing treasure. A net full of fish means food, money to
live on, a house to live in and all those things that we all need to
prosper in life. Yet in this parable when the fishermen haul their catch
ashore, they collect the good ones and throw away those of no use.

Jesus is talking about us, the end times when we will be judged, when
we will be selected or thrown away. Yet we already know the answer
because we have the wisdom to recognise Jesus as the treasure so it
becomes a question of do we have the wisdom to do all that is needed
to obtain that treasure.

MASS TIMES w
St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart Q%/(

7.30am: Tuesday - Friday
5.00pm: Saturday (Vigil Mass)
10.30am: Sunday

6.00pm: Sunday

Sacred Heart Church New Town

9.15am: Tuesday - Thursday
8.00am: Saturday
8.30am: Sunday

Lawrenny Court
(131 Hill St West Hobart)
10.30am: Friday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart
4.00pm -4.30pm:  Saturday

NOVENA TO OUR LADY AND
ROSARY

Sacred Heart Church, New Town
After 9.15am Mass: Wednesday
7.30am: Saturday

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt, Hobart
6.00pm - Midnight: Friday

SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS

ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGE
PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE

THE CC”S - (Companions of the Cathedral)
Every Wednesday on floor 1 starting at 12:30

PIETY SHOP— Thursday, 10 am -3pm. Saturday &
Sunday the shop is open after every weekend Mass

sa e St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of Hobart
{j@ Commummes Safe Communities Policy and Framework, which can be found at the Parish office. Any enquiries
. regarding Safe Communities contact the Parish Office (03) 6234 4463.




Mass Honouring the Fatherhood of God
and asking for God's blessing upon all our
families

Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 2 August 2026, at
St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart.

2-3pm: Holy Hour of Exposition, Prayers of
Consecration and Benediction

3pm: Mass Honouring the Fatherhood of God.
Celebrant: Fr Bernard Perera

Photos of family members (especially those in need
of healing) may be placed on the sanctuary where
they will remain throughout the Holy Hour and
Mass.

Readers Needed
Saturday Night, Sunday Night and 8:30 am Sacred
Heart and 10:30 am Cathedral Sunday Morning
Masses are all looking for new readers all the time.
The Lord implores us to “Be Not Afraid” We all have
it within us to proclaim the Word of God, now is the
time and we have the place.
Fr Bernard, Fr Steven and Deacon Mick would all be
happy to talk to you about this ministry within your
Church.

The Angelus Prayer
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.

R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with
Thee; Blessed art thou among women, And
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Pray for us sinners, Now and at the hour of our
death. Amen

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.

R. Be it done to me according to your word. Hail Mary. ..
V. And the Word was made flesh.

R. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary. ..

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy
grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of
Christ Thy Son was made known by the message of an
angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the
glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen.

The CC’'s are happening

The companions of the Cathedral have been meeting
every Wednesday afternoon at 12:30pm on level 1 of the
parish centre for the last few months.

We have enjoyed each other’'s company over a cuppa and
cake and then undertaken various activities which
enhance, not only the appearance of our Cathedral but
also the community aspect which all churches strive to
encourage.

We are always trying to bring others into this community
so if you have the time and the inclination then come
along and join us.

Sacramental program

The Cathedral Parish will commence this Sunday %~
26th July 2026 the Sacramental Program for-

mation for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion.
There are 25 candidates combined from the Parish
and Parish Schools who will receive the Sacrament of
First Holy Communion on Sunday 30th August 2026.

We ask our Parish community to keep our young can-
didates in your prayers as they prepare to receive the
Body and Blood of Christ.

When we receive Holy Communion at Mass, we are
brought into closer relationships with one another as
well as with Christ. Receiving the Body of Christ at
Mass calls us to live what we receive and believe, to
show that Christ is present in our world through all
that we do and say.

May you continue to pray for the candidates' families,
their sponsors, catechists and the Parish Sacramental
Team as they walk together and journey in faith with
the candidates.

Save the Date: National Vocation Awareness Week

Sunday, 2nd August - Sunday, 9th August

Join us for a dedicated week to pray for, talk about, and
encourage the discernment of vocations.

Keep an eye out—more details will follow next week!

The Piety Shop
For those interested the piety shop now has copies of

Pope Leo's Encyclical back in stock.

Also with the Sacramental program on the Horizon the
shop has many items pertaining to first communion and
reconciliation along with prayer cards, books, statues and
etc. Why not stop by and check it out after every weekend
mass and 10am to 2pm on Thursdays.

From Our Anniversary Book Alexander Imlach, Angela Whittaker, Matija Franor, Celia O'Connor, Minnie Connolly, Vel Griffith, Achille
and Terese Genovesi, Antonio Luigi and Franco Sorgi, Alice Conlan, Thomas Goodsell, Anastasia Nolan, Bruce Pauly, Maria Dabrowski,
Giovanni Mangione, Maryanne Butterworth, Horrie Miller, Jean Shelverton, Patrick Scanlon, Marianna Palermo, Mary

Wilkinson, Laura Thomas, Madge Butterworth, Midson Marita Julie, Harold Frankcombe, Hillary O'Neill, Neil Campbell,

Auriel Felcia Mahony, Giovina Fantini, Janice Dooley, Glen Broadribb.

May they rest in peace !

Livestreaming at St Mary's Cathedral—Please note that the Sunday 10:30am Mass at St Mary's Cathedral is livestreamed on the Archdi-
ocese of Hobart YouTube channel. Most special events and ceremonies celebrated at the Cathedral are also livestreamed. If you have any
concerns or questions regarding the livestream, please contact the Parish Office on (03) 6208 6094 for more information.




'Be Thou My Vision' - Reflection Day

You are invited to a reflection day based on the
traditional and popular hymn Be Thou My
Vision. Saturday 8th August, 10am - 3pm at the
Launceston Catholic Pastoral Centre. Cost $50
including morning tea. BYO lunch.

Bookings and enquiries to Belinda Chapman
(facilitator) ph: 0418 141 171 or email
belindachapman.sd@gmail.com or visit website:
belindachapman.square.site.

Venezuela Earthquake Appeal

Please keep the people of Venezuela in your prayers
following the devastating earthquakes that have
claimed many lives and left thousands injured, dis-
placed, or missing. Caritas is providing emergency as-
sistance, including food, clean water, shelter, medical
care, and ongoing support to affected communities.

ezuela Earthquake Appeal, please visit
www.caritas.org.au/venezuela or call 1800 024 413.

Thank you for your generosity and prayers.

If you would like to support the Caritas Australia Ven-

'BORN ALIVE and LEFT TO DIE'

A daytime session is being shown at 'The Chalet ',
Springhaven, 1 Kirkham Place (off Gordon's Hill Rd),
Lindisfarne.

On Aug 22" 2026, Time: 10 am - 1 pm.

BYO lunch, and Tea and Coffee provided.

Please RSVP: Anne Sherston at presi-

dent@hlpstas.com.au

7 AUG 2026
DIVINE MERCY 6:45 PM
MASS AT 7:00 PM

e Tasmanian generosity shines through Project

ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL CENTRE -
LEVEL TWO (UPPER MEETING ROOM)

180 HARRINGTON STREET,

St Mary's
Cathedral
Parish

But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.

RGHIRI N T HIANS 6:17

FRIDAY, 31 JULY
6:30PM

An evening of WORSHIP
with a sharing of testimony
on the power of Thanksgiving in Praise.

PIz2AS AND A =CUVIASRASVEATTRINARR [SERERIOIMEGE 302V M
WORSHIP BEGINS 7:00PM

ST FRANCIS XAVIER'S CHURCH HALL
61 ADELAIDE ST, SOUTH HOBART

utaschaplaincy@aohtas.org.au
or scbwera@gm

Tasmanian gene

through Project

The July edition of the Catholic Standard is availa-
ble now.

Here are the highlights from this edition:

Compassion

. A spiritual home in the heart of Hobart: Pas-
sionists celebrate 70 years at St Joseph'’s

. Bush dance unites community in support of
World Youth Day
. Fr Bob Curmi celebrates 70 years of priesthood

rooted in prayer and service
. Our Archdiocesan Synod: A journey of prayer

and liturgy

. Inspirational volunteer named in King's Birth-
day Honours

. ‘The greatest thing | could have ever done”: Fr

Peter O’Loughlin marks 60 years of priesthood
A call to serve God and others through music

Dynamic week celebrates gifted students
Renewed hall reflects Fr Michael Tate's
Franciscan vision
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READINGS OF THE DAY SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A

First Reading - 1 Kings 3:5.7-12

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said,
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’

Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your
servant king in succession to David my father. But |
am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your
servant finds himself in the midst of this people of
yours that you have chosen, a people so many its
numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your
servant a heart to understand how to discern
between good and evil, for who could govern this
people of yours that is so great? It pleased the Lord
that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you
have asked for this’' the Lord said ‘and not asked for
long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your
enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement
for yourself, here and now | do what you ask. | give
you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has
had and none will have after you.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97
(R.) Lord, I love your commandes.

1. My part, | have resolved, O Lord,

is to obey your word.

The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold. (R.)

2. Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.

Let your love come to me and | shall live
for your law is my delight. (R.)

3. That is why | love your commands
more than finest gold.

That is why | rule my life by your precepts:
| hate false ways. (R.)

4. Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore | obey it.

The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple. (R.)

Second Reading - Romans 8:28-30

We know that by turning everything to their good
God co-operates with all those who love him, with all
those that he has called according to his purpose.
They are the ones he chose specially long ago and
intended to become true images of his Son, so that
his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He
called those he intended for this; those he called he
justified, and with those he justified he shared his

glory.

Gospel Acclamation - Matthew 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
kingdom.

Alleluia!

Gospel - Matthew 13:44-52

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field which someone has
found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells
everything he owns and buys the field. ‘Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine
pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and
sells everything he owns and buys it. ‘Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea
that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the
fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they
collect the good ones in a basket and throw away
those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end
of time: the angels will appear and separate the
wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing
furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of
teeth. ‘Have you understood all this?' They said, ‘Yes.’
And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe who
becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a
householder who brings out from his storeroom
things both new and old.

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK

Monday 27th July - Matthew 13:31-35

Tuesday 28th July - Matthew 13:36-43
Wednesday 29th July - John 11:19-27 / Luke 10:38-42
Thursday 30th July - Matthew 13:47-53
Friday 31st July - Matthew 13:54-58

Saturday 1st August - Matthew 14:1-12

NEXT SUNDAY’'S READINGS: 2nd August 2026

- lIsaiah 55:1-3
- Ps 144:8-9.15-18.R. v.16

First Reading
Responsorial Psalm
Second Reading - Romans 8:35. 37-39

Gospel - Matthew 14:13-21
Pray and Reflect on the Word of God !

Please take your copy of the AVE home to reflect and to share with family and friends.
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