
 

 

 

180 Harrington Street  
Hobart 7000 

Phone: 03 62344463 

E-Mail:  
cathedral@aohtas.org.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASS TIMES 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
7.30am: Monday - Friday 
5.00pm: Saturday Vigil 
10.30am: Sunday 
6.00pm: Sunday 

 
Sacred Heart Church New Town  

9.15am: Monday- Thursday  
8.00am: Saturday 
8.30am: Sunday 

Lawrenny Court (131 Hill St West Hobart) 

Will Resume on 6th February 2026. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 

4.00pm - 4.30pm: Saturday 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY AND    
ROSARY 

 
Sacred Heart Church, New Town 
After 9.15am Mass: Wednesday 
7.30am:   Saturday 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt, Hobart 
6.00pm - Midnight: Friday 

 
SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS 

ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGE 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT— 14TH  DECEMBER  2025 

 The Human Question and the Divine Reward: A Reflection on Gaudete Sunday 

The Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, beckons us to rejoice, but the Gospel 

reading offers a moment of profound, relatable doubt: John the Baptist, imprisoned 

and facing death, sends his disciples to ask Jesus, "Are you the one who is to come, or 

have we got to wait for someone else?" (Matthew 11:3). 

This is a deeply human question.  John, the one who prepared the way, who baptised 

Jesus, now experiences the dark night of the soul.  His situation doesn't match his 

expectation of a Messiah who would immediately overthrow the oppressors.  When 

life doesn't align with the prophecies or promises we hold dear, doubt creeps in.  We 

ask the same question when we pray for healing that doesn't come, when we endure 

suffering that seems endless, or when the promised "new life" feels far away. 

John’s human weakness allows Jesus to deliver a powerful lesson in patience and 

endurance, echoing the Second Reading from James: "Be patient, therefore, brothers 

and sisters, until the coming of the Lord... strengthen your hearts, because the coming 

of the Lord is near" (James 5:7-8). 

Jesus’s answer is not a reassuring word, but a command to look at the evidence: “Go 

and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news 

proclaimed to them” (Matthew 11:4-5). 

In essence, Jesus tells John: The signs of the Kingdom are here, but they are not the 

signs you expected.  My coming is marked by healing, compassion, and justice, not by 

immediate political power.  The reward for John’s patience is not a sudden release, 

but the undeniable proof that his life’s work was justified—the Messiah is indeed 

here, even if his methods defy expectations. 

The pink candle of Gaudete Sunday shines brightest when we pass this test of faith. 

The Joy promised is the reward for enduring the question and waiting for the subtle, 

miraculous answer. 

Our patience is rewarded when we realise the Kingdom of God is not a future event, 

but a present reality manifested in acts of mercy. When we persevere in prayer, 

charity, and forgiveness, we see the signs of Christ's presence in our own lives and in 

the lives we touch.  The wilderness of our doubt blossoms; the lame leap for joy.  This 

realisation that God is faithful, active, and near is the source of true enduring joy. 

Let us strengthen our hearts, knowing that our endurance in times of doubt will be 

rewarded with the quiet, confident joy of seeing Christ's saving work already being 

done. 
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Pope Francis has declared 2025 a Jubilee Year for our Church, themed “Pilgrims of Hope”, a year of hope for a world suffer-
ing the impacts of war, the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the climate crisis. As Pope Francis states “the 
forthcoming Jubilee can contribute greatly to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the renewal and rebirth 
that we so urgently desire; that is why I have chosen as the motto of the Jubilee, Pilgrims of Hope.” 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? RCIA  is held every second  
Monday.  Please contact the Parish office for more information. 

PIETY SHOP— Thursday, 10 am –3pm. Saturday  & Sunday 

the shop is open after every weekend Mass  

ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY IRELAND 



 

 

 

From Our Anniversary Book:   Catherine Kinsella, Neil Harrington, Frank Laughlin, Victor Westbrook, Elaine and Alan Hurle, Sr. Ignatius 

Thorold PBVM, Matthew Bryson, Donal Noel O'Doherty, John Sheehan, Marmaduke Manley, Colleen McKeown, John 

Andrews, James Nolan, Eileen Lester, Charles Beresford Watts, Giancarlo Ranalli, Margaret Wakefield, Archbishop Eric 

D'Arcy, Robin Brimfield, Domenico Mainella, Patrick Nally, Claire Donnelly, Lelia Lowrie, Josef Freeman, Mary Cairns, Don 

Morgan, Moira Orpwood, Elsie Watt, Theresa Moore, Lidia Giovanni, Veronica Gregory, John Alexander Joseph Stranaghan.  

 

May they rest in peace ! 

     THE ANGELUS PRAYER 
 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto 
Mary.  
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.  
Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with 
Thee; Blessed art thou among women, And 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Pray for us sinners, Now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen  

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  
R. Be it done to me according to your word.  Hail Mary. . .  
V. And the Word was made flesh.  
R. And dwelt among us.  Hail Mary. . .  
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
 Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace 
into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy 
Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by His 
Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.  
Through the same Christ our Lord. 

               VOLUNTEERS 
 

A Special Thank You to all those who have volunteered their time 
and skills thereby enhancing the capability of our Parish. There are 
always many ways to be involved if you are willing. A special call out 
for Readers at all our Masses.  

(Especially - Saturday night Vigil Mass) 

ADVENT IS HERE 

The Cathedral Parish is offering an opportunity for us all to come 
together to celebrate our advent season leading up to Christmas.  
Each week we will use our Advent candles as a theme – HOPE, 
PEACE, JOY & LOVE. A short video and a scripture look at what that 
word means to our journey to Christmas. Take some time out of 
your busy life and join the journey. Next Session will be on THURS-
DAY 18th December on level 1 of the parish centre at 5:30 PM and 

                             PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM—2026 

 

The Cathedral Parish is delighted to announce that enrolments 

are now being received for the 2026 Sacramental Program for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Com-

munion. 

 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 'The sacra-

ments are efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and en-

trusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to 

us' (#1131). 

The Sacraments are a way in which we experience God’s love, 

healing, forgiveness, nourishment and strength. They are a deep 

meaningful step in our faith journey. 

 

The Cathedral Parish Sacramental Program is a program for all  

children who are Baptised, Year 3 and upwards who attend as  

parishioners and are students of Parish Schools (Catholic, Gov-

ernment and independent). Enrolments and further information 

can be received at the Parish Office by Phone: 03 62344463 

or Email: smcsacramentalprogram@gmail.com 

 

The Cathedral Parish welcomes you who are interested to Join 

our Sacramental Program Team as a volunteer to assist, guide 

and journey with the children, their families and the team 

through the program for 2026. 

 

Please contact the Parish Office if interested. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE—2025 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish 

Wednesday( 24th Dec 2025) 

10.00 am Family and children’s Mass Rehearsal 

6.00 pm St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart Family and Children’s Mass 

11.00 pm St Mary’s Cathedral Hobart CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

Thursday (25th Dec 2025) 

  

12.00 am St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart Christmas Midnight Mass 

8.30 am Sacred Heart Church, New 

Town 

Christmas Day Mass 

10.30 am St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart Christmas Day Mass 

  

No Evening Masses 

mailto:smcsacramentalprogram@gmail.com


 

 

St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of Hobart  Safe 
Communities Policy and Framework, which can be found at the Parish office. Any enquiries regarding 
Safe Communities contact the Parish Office (03) 6234 4463. 

FRIDAY ADORATION  

Last Adoration for the year 2025 will be on 19th De-
cember 2025. 
 
Adoration for the new year will resume on  
30th January 2026.  

Important Notice: Sick & Deceased Prayer List  

Within our parish, we hold a sincere commitment to pray as a 
community for our sick and deceased members. We honour this 
in two ways: 

1. Death Anniversaries: These are included in the Weekly 
Bulletin for the parish community to read. 

 
2.   Names in the Universal Prayers: Names of the deceased 
and the sick are read out during the Universal Prayers at all 
our Weekend Masses, as requested by parishioners. 

 
Beginning next week, all names included in the Universal Prayer 
list will remain for a four-week period. After this time, the 
names will be removed unless a renewed and proper request is 
submitted through our Parish Office. 

This process ensures that our community prayers continue to 
support those individuals and souls who are truly in need of on-
going remembrance and prayers. 

 
Why Is the Advent Wreath Round? 
The circular shape of the Advent wreath has no begin-
ning or end, symbolising God’s eternal love. The ever-
green branches represent continuous life, and each can-
dle marks our journey toward the birth of Christ. 

 

Where Did the Nativity Scene Come 
From? 
St Francis of Assisi created the first nativity scene in 
1223. He used real animals and people to help the 
faithful visualise the humble birth of Jesus. This tradition spread quickly 
and is now a beloved part of Christmas celebrations worldwide. 

 

Why Do We Use the Colour Purple During 
Advent? 
Purple is the liturgical colour of preparation and penance. 
During Advent, it reminds us to prepare our hearts spiritually for 
Christ’s coming—both at Christmas and at the end of time. 

 

What Is the Meaning of the Christmas Star? 
The Star of Bethlehem guided the Wise Men to Jesus. It sym-

bolises divine guidance, hope, and the light of Christ leading 

believers toward truth. 

 

Why Was Jesus Born in a Manger? 
Jesus’ birth in a simple manger shows God’s humility and 

love. Instead of coming as a powerful earthly king, Christ 

entered the world in poverty to be close to the lowly and 

to teach us that true greatness is found in humility and 

service. 

TRIVIA CORNER  

 
VOLUNTEER BBQ – TODAY! 

 
 
All volunteers who have confirmed their participation are 

warmly invited to attend the Volunteer BBQ today (14th 

December). 

 

We look forward to celebrating with you! 



 

 

READINGS OF THE DAY—THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT—(YEAR A) 

First Reading                Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 
 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 
Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 
They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 

 
Responsorial Psalm            Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4 
 
(R.) Lord, come and save us. 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 
 
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 
 
It is the Lord who loves the just 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

 
 
Second Reading               James 5:7-10 
 
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: 
how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it 
has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to be 
patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. 
Do not make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to 
be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be 
seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting 
with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation       

                      
Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel      Matthew 11:2-11 
 
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his 
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we 
got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell 
John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are 
raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 
happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people 
about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? 
A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes 
are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the 
one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you. I tell 
you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than 
John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK  

Monday 15th December   -     Matthew 21:23-27  
Tuesday 16th December    -     Matthew 21:28-32  
Wednesday 17th December   -    Matthew 1:1-17  
Thursday  18th December         -    Matthew 1:18-24  
Friday 19th  December   - Luke 1:5-25  
Saturday  20th December    -    Luke 1:26-38  

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:   
First Reading           -           Isaiah 7:10-14  
Responsorial Psalm         -           Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10  
Second Reading           -           Romans 1:1-7  
Gospel             -           Matthew 1:18-24  
 
Pray and Reflect on the Word of God  

Please take your copy of the AVE home to reflect and to share with family and friends. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa035
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjam#jam005
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw021
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw021
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa007
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom001
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw001

