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MASS TIMES 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
7.30am: Tuesday - Friday 
5.00pm: Saturday (Vigil Mass) 
10.30am: Sunday 
6.00pm: Sunday 
 
Sacred Heart Church New Town  
9.15am: Tuesday- Thursday  
8.00am: Saturday 
8.30am: Sunday 

 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St Mary’s Cathedral, Hobart 
4.00pm - 4.30pm: Saturday 
 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY AND    
ROSARY 

Sacred Heart Church, New Town 
After 9.15am Mass: Wednesday 
7.30am:   Saturday 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
St Mary’s Cathedral Crypt, Hobart 
6.00pm - Midnight: Friday 
  

SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS 

ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGE 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT— 30TH  NOVEMBER 2025 
 

LET US GO REJOICING TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. 

'Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone 

else?'  (Matt 11:3.)   Don't we spend our whole life waiting for many things 

to happen?   For example, the sun rises to lighten the day, the kettle boils 

for our cuppa, the flowers to bloom, at the doctor's and so on- we 

wait!  The liturgical year of 2025 concluded last Sunday with the 

celebration of the great feast of Christ the King. Today we begin anew 

with the first Sunday of Advent.  As each of the four weeks unfolds we are 

encouraged to be mindful of the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Our focus for the 

coming week is HOPE.  During the coming weeks our focus will be on 

PEACE, JOY and LOVE. (Galatians 5: 22.)  Advent gives us once again an 

opportunity to reflect on and to challenge our personal and communal 

relationships with and in Jesus Christ and each other. Discord and lack of 

respect and harmony in our hearts, homes, community and the world can 

and is overcome only through prayer and sacrifice.  Take time to be 

aware, alert, awake, alive and active in the presence of Jesus who is our 

constant companion. And who dwells deep within each one of us. St. Paul 

reminds us that the time is very near, the time of our salvation. 'You know 

the time has come, you must wake up now'.  God in Jesus Christ rejoices 

in our efforts to transform our lives.  He wants to be the light of our lives 

showing us the way to our eternal salvation. “I am the Way, the Truth and 

the Life.  No one comes to the father except through me".  (John 14;6) Our 

lives these days can become a little topsy-turvy with many outside 

pressures and choices for the better must be considered.  What must 

come first?  These are the moments when Satan does the best to distract 

and confuse us.  We can sweep away what is harmful to our minds and 

hearts.  Stay awake to the One who loves and directs our lives. Be hopeful 

and confident that our reward will be great because the mystery of Jesus 

Christ is in you and among you. Hope in the Lord and may peace dwell in 

your heart and home.  Rejoice in the 

Lord always. It is worth the wait with 

Mary and Joseph to accompany 

us.  Amen. 
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Pope Francis has declared 2025 a Jubilee Year for our Church, themed “Pilgrims of Hope”, a year of hope for a world suffer-
ing the impacts of war, the ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the climate crisis. As Pope Francis states “the 
forthcoming Jubilee can contribute greatly to restoring a climate of hope and trust as a prelude to the renewal and rebirth 
that we so urgently desire; that is why I have chosen as the motto of the Jubilee, Pilgrims of Hope.” 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC? RCIA  is held every second  
Monday.  Please contact the Parish office for more information. 

PIETY SHOP— Thursday, 10 am –3pm. Saturday  & Sunday 

the shop is open after every weekend Mass  

ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY IRELAND 



 

 

 

From Our Anniversary Book: Cliff Barwick, William Andrews, Lisa Giusti, Geoffrey Goodey, Augustine Celny, Judith Archer, 

Pasa Family, Silvio Andalfatto, Joseph D'Arcy, Walter Alomes, Mary McConalogue, Vivian Turnbull, Eileen D'Arcy, Brendan 

Bevan, Hilary Landers, Francis Westbrook, Annita Ciafardini, Terence Lynch, Cyril Davis, Ellen Imlach, John Finn, Marie 

Hand, Stella Williams, Michael Furjanic, Lugiano Buracchi, Jack Lynch, Reginald Duggan, Krzystos "Ristof" Zyczynski, Patrick 

Kennedy, Cecil Cosgrove.    May they rest in peace ! 

COMING UP  

November 30th-December 2nd—Australian Catholic Youth Festival, 

Melbourne. 

December 3rd — Advent program (5.30pm-7.30pm) 

December 5th—Healing Service (Starting with Rosary  at 6.40 pm)

December 8th— Hour of Grace  

December 13th— Carols at St. Mary’s Cathedral. (7 pm—9 pm) 

     THE ANGELUS PRAYER 
 

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto 
Mary.  
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.  
Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with 
Thee; Blessed art thou among women, And 
blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, Pray for us sinners, Now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen  

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.  
R. Be it done to me according to your word.  Hail Mary. . .  
V. And the Word was made flesh.  
R. And dwelt among us.  Hail Mary. . .  
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 
 Let us pray: Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace 
into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy 
Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by His 
Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection.  
Through the same Christ our Lord. 

                             PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM—2026 

 

The Cathedral Parish is delighted to announce that enrolments are now 

being received for the 2026 Sacramental Program for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 'The sacraments are 

efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the 

Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us' (#1131). 

The Sacraments are a way in which we experience God’s love, healing, 

forgiveness, nourishment and strength. They are a deep meaningful step 

in our faith journey. 

The Cathedral Parish Sacramental Program is a program for all children 

who are Baptized, Year 3 and upwards who attend as parishioners and 

are students of Parish Schools. Enrolments and further information can 

be received at the Parish Office by Phone: 03 62344463 

or Email: smcsacramentalprogram@gmail.com 

The Cathedral Parish welcomes you who are interested 

to Join our Sacramental Program Team as a volunteer 

to assist, guide and journey with the children, their 

families and the team through the program for 2026. 

Please contact the Parish Office if interested. 

 

Please Note — There will be No Saturday Vigil Mass on 13 De-
cember as we come together for the Diocesan Christmas Service: 
Carols at St. Mary's  
You are warmly invited to join us as we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior, uniting in joy and thanksgiving during this holy season. 

               VOLUNTEERS 
A Special Thank You to all those who have volunteered their time and 
skills thereby enhancing the capability of our Parish. There are always 
many ways to be involved if you are willing. A special call out for Readers 
at all our Masses.  
(Especially - Saturday night Vigil Mass).   

 

Gates open at 5.30pm, so come early to enjoy a picnic in the beauti-
ful grounds of St Mary’s. Food vans will serve paella, wood-fired 
pizza, ice-cream, and more.  
There will be fun activities for the children, including face painting, 
make-your-own Christmas decorations, and wreath-making.  
 
Please help us share the joy of Christmas by bringing a new, un-
wrapped gift suitable for any age group (including adults) to leave 
under the CatholicCare Tasmania Christmas Giving Tree. Gift cards 
are especially appreciated. 
 
Come along and help us celebrate the birth of Christ together.  
 
All are warmly welcome. 

ADVENT IS HERE 

The Cathedral Parish is offering an opportunity for us all to come togeth-
er to celebrate our advent season leading up to Christmas.  
Each week we will use our Advent candles as a theme – HOPE, PEACE, 
JOY & LOVE. A short video and a scripture look at what that word means 
to our journey to Christmas. Take some time out of your busy life and join 
the journey. Next Session will be on THURSDAY 4th December on level 1 
of the parish centre at 5:30 PM and finishing no later than 7:30 PM.  

HOUR OF GRACE 

An hour of prayer will be conducted in the Parish on the 08th De-
cember from 12 noon to 1 pm (Feast of immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

lets gather together 

mailto:smcsacramentalprogram@gmail.com


 

 

St Mary's Cathedral Parish embraces and wholeheartedly supports the Archdiocese of Hobart  Safe 
Communities Policy and Framework, which can be found at the Parish office. Any enquiries regarding 
Safe Communities contact the Parish Office (03) 6234 4463. 

Share the Joy: Donate to the Vinnies  

Christmas Hampers  

The St Vincent de Paul Society is preparing Christmas hampers 
for individuals and families in need within our par-
ish. This year, Vinnies is especially seeking donations 
of toys and gifts for children. 

Suggested items include: 
• Ages 0–2: soft toys, picture books, stacking blocks 
• Ages 3–5: puzzles, Lego/Duplo, craft sets, dolls/action fig-
ures, dress-up kits 
• Ages 6–9: board games, sports balls, science kits, art packs 
• Ages 10–12: headphones, journals, books, craft kits 
• Ages 13–16: $25 gift cards, skincare packs, headphones, 
books, accessories, experiences 

Donations may be placed in the baskets at the back of the Ca-
thedral. 

 

 

Caritas Australia – Christmas Global Gifts & Asia Storm 

Relief 

Caritas Australia invites you to make your Christmas giving 

more meaningful this year. Through their Global Gifts, you 

can support life-changing initiatives such as providing a 

chicken for a farmer in Malawi, helping communities ac-

cess clean water, or supporting the education of young 

people. This is not an appeal, but an alternative to buying 

gifts that may not be needed. A wide range of gift options 

and prices is available. 

 

Order deadlines: 

• Mail orders: Must be received by 1 December 

• Online orders: Close on 5 December 

At the same time, Caritas Australia has launched an Emer-

gency Appeal in response to the devastating storms in Vi-

etnam and the Philippines. Your support will help provide 

urgent assistance to affected communities. 

To learn more, purchase Global Gifts, or donate to the Asia 

Storm Relief Appeal, please visit:https://

www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/ 

https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/
https://www.caritas.org.au/global-gifts/


 

 

READINGS OF THE DAY—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—(YEAR A) 

First Reading                Isaiah 2:1-5  

 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 
Responsorial Psalm            Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1. 

 

 
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 
I rejoiced when I heard them say: 
‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.) 
 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord. 
For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David. (R.) 
 
For the peace of Jerusalem pray: 
‘Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in your walls, 
in your palaces, peace!’ (R.) 
 
For love of my brethren and friends 
I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for your good. (R.) 
 

Second Reading               Romans 13:11-14 

 
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: 

our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were 

converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight 

soon – let us give up all the things we prefer to do under the 

cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the 

light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: no 

drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no 

wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation                            
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 

Alleluia! 
 
Gospel      Matthew 24:37-44 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it 

be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the 

Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking 

husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and 

they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all 

away. It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of 

two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at 

the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. 

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your 

master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the 

householder had known at what time of the night the burglar 

would come, he would have stayed awake and would not 

have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. 

Therefore, you too 

must stand ready 

because the Son of 

Man is coming at an 

hour you do not 

expect.’ 

 

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK  
 

Monday 1st December   -     Matthew 8:5-11    
Tuesday 2nd December    -     Luke 10:21-24  
Wednesday 3rd December   -    Matthew 15:29-37  
Thursday  4th December        -    Matthew 7:21. 241  -27  
Friday 5th  December  - Matthew 9:27-3 
Saturday  6th December    -    Matthew 9:35–10:1. 6-8  

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS:   

First Reading           -           Isaiah 11:1-10 
Responsorial Psalm         -           Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. 

v.7 Second Reading           -           Romans 15:4-9  
Gospel             -           Matthew 3:1-12  
Pray and Reflect on the Word of God  

Please take your copy of the AVE home to reflect and to share with family and friends. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom013
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw024
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw008
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cluk#luk010
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw015
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw007
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw009
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa011
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom015
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw003

